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From T he Editor

Dear Reader,

Here we are at the beginning of a new year. We look over 
the next 12 months as an explorer of old looked over a vast 
expanse of territory that he had never seen before. He did not 
know what lay before him, but the excitement of the unknown 
lured him over the next hill. None of us know what is before 
us in 2007. We have no certainty that any of us will see this 
year end and another year begin. But we know the Future-
Maker and believe with much certainty that his plans for us 
are more than good.

Speaking of believing, this edition of The	Expositor is dedi-
cated to the subject of faith. Everyone thinks they know all 
there is to know about such an elementary subject. Today 
there are many teachers of faith and they are varied in their 
opinions. There are almost as many ideas about faith as there 
are teachers. Extreme ideas concerning faith are rampant. 

Therefore, never has an hour existed where an exact defini-
tion of faith is more needed than now. A precise and clear 
understanding of faith is exactly what the Great Physician 
has prescribed as a remedy for this generation of weak and 
anemic souls. The work of the minister is heart-work, and 
for that reason, precision is a must. Accuracy is not an option 
for the surgeon who guides his scalpel among nerves, blood 
vessels and organs. Neither is it an option for the preacher. 
One misguided word will cut sharply and remove scriptural 
balance. The minister must have steady nerve and biblical 
precision or else the way he uses the scalpel of God’s word 
will lead to fanaticism or morbid introspection. One wrong 
impression can lead someone into eternal error. If ever a gen-
eration needed a clear word about faith it is now.

What is presented in the articles What	 is	 Faith? and The	
Warrant	of	Faith run the danger of contradicting someone’s 
understanding of faith. They have to. With the excess of no-
tions about faith, these words about faith will certainly ruffle 
feathers, if not generate letters to the editors of this edition. 
Our aim is not to agitate but to articulate our understanding of 
biblical faith. And if the Lord should see fit to use this edition 
of The	Expositor to help someone move from misunderstand-

ing to the exercise of faith, then we will be moved with great 
joy to know that the Lord uses the weak to bless the wise.
 
In fact, if you carefully read the information that is now in 
your hands, it is possible you will sharpen your ability to 
share the gospel with sinners. You could even use this meager 
journal as a tool for sharing the good news with someone in 
need. All of the articles in this issue are so designed. 

Another intent of this issue is to address a growing concern 
that I have with the neo-Calvinistic movement that is ex-
panding. I rejoice that the doctrines of grace are enjoying a 
greater popularity today than in earlier years, but I am not so 
sure that the presentation of grace found in this resurgence is 
historic or biblical. The preaching of the good news seems to 
be shanghaied by this system of theology. A consequence is 
that many good pastors are not preaching the gospel freely to 
all sinners. Many young preachers are fearful of command-
ing sinners to “repent and believe” for fear that they will not 
be theologically sound. Therefore, they continually tell the 
sinner what God does in conversion to the neglect of what 
God has commanded the sinner to do, and that is believe and 
be saved! The result is sinners leave such preaching waiting 
for some feeling proving that God has done a work in their 
soul. This is not the gospel of justification by faith. There is 
no good news in such preaching. 

We here at The	Expositor hope in these pages you find food 
for your soul and that you will find the time spent with us a 
worthy investment. And if you do, then please share it with 
someone, or better yet, send in the subscription form for them, 
and they will receive a free subscription.

                      That the Lamb May Receive 
                      the Reward of His Suffering,

                 S. Michael Durham    
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If you haven’t noticed, there are a lot of crazy notions about faith. Henry Ward Beecher, famous liberal pastor 
of the nineteenth century thought faith to be nothing more than “spiritualized imagination.” Today, the Rev. 
Robert Schullar advocates a faith that is merely a power of the mind. If you can think positively enough you 

can make happen about anything your mind can conceive. Thus faith, to Schullar and his followers, is simply a 
faith in faith. Ultimately faith in faith must be a faith in oneself. Your faith is in your ability to believe.

Some define faith as a blind leap into the dark, in other words, an irrational belief. But faith is not irrational. It 
always has reasonable facts upon which it rests. For others faith is a mere sentimentally. Yet others use the word 
“faith” in a generic way to speak of religion. We say he or she is of the Baptist faith or Jewish faith, etc.

But with this word faith there can be no room for error. If it is true that we are “justified by faith” then we can-
not suffer a wrong definition. The Bible says that “without faith it is impossible to please him” (Hebrews 11:6). 
The question is are we pleasing God or is our faith a means to pleasing ourselves? Do we really exercise faith 
in God or is what we call faith something miserably short of a God-pleasing faith? 

Perhaps you are reading this and you are not a Christian and you know you are not. You may have thought 
you were at one time, but the Spirit of God has brought you to the realization that all of your hopes in being a 
Christian were false. Are you content to know that you are not a Christian? Are you at peace with this? There 

      by S. Michael Durham

What is Faith?
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Paul’s accusation is that his fellow countrymen didn’t 
understand God’s way of reconciling sinners with 
himself. They believed the way to be acceptable to 
God was by keeping the law. But salvation by the 
law, or in other words, being acceptable to God by 
performance, is an impossibility. You can never do 
it. Even if you could from this moment live in com-
plete perfection that would never take care of all of 
your sins in the past. These stand against you as an 
outstanding debt.

Pop in on your 
banker and tell 
him you have good 
news—he or she 
will never need to 
worry about you 
being late with 
your payments or 
about all of your 
past failure to re-
pay your loans 
because you have 
reformed.  You 
will never again 
borrow money. 
He or she will not 
jump with delight 
and tear up your 
past obligations to repay. Promise as you may that 
you will never sin again; you are not able to keep 
your promise. Paul says trying to be right with God 
by being good is like trying to climb into heaven and 
pull Christ down or resurrect Christ from the dead. 

But the way of faith is altogether different. It is a simple 
thing. It is not some impossible task; rather it is as easy 
as breathing. Romans 10:8 says, “But what does it say? 
‘The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ 
(that is, the word of faith which we preach).” To believe 
in Christ is so close to you even now. That is what this 
Apostle is saying. It does not require a thing from you 
except to believe in him. That is how easy it is.

should be no peace or contentment in the knowledge of 
being separated from God. Do you not realize that you 
are now receiving God’s wrath and your future has no 
bright promises of any change? 

Perhaps you would say to me, “Oh, you are mistaken! 
I do want to be saved. I want it badly, but I have asked 
him repeatedly to save me, but he hasn’t yet. I am sure 
the fault is mine. I know I am to believe and I am trying 
to do so, but evidently I do not know how to believe.” 
If this is your predicament then I ask you to listen to 
me. My words will be a lifeline thrown within in your 
grasp.  My lifeline is the gospel of salvation by grace 
through faith. I wish to share with you what it means 
to have faith in Christ to the saving of your life. I want 
to break down the essence of faith that looks to Christ 
and seizes his works as your own. Take hold, believe 
and be saved.

The SimpliciTy of faiTh

I want to direct your attention to the Apostle Paul’s clar-
ity about the simplicity of faith. To believe upon the Lord 
Jesus Christ is not difficult. Its ease, however, may be the 
very problem why many have stumbled and felt unable 
to believe. The Apostle Paul says in Romans 10:6-8,

But	the	righteousness	of	faith	speaks	in	this	way,	
“Do	not	say	in	your	heart,	‘Who	will	ascend	into	
heaven?’”	 (that	 is,	 to	bring	Christ	 down	 from	
above)	or,”	‘Who	will	descend	into	the	abyss?’”	
(that	is,	 to	bring	Christ	up	from	the	dead).	But	
what	does	it	say?	“The	word	is	near	you,	in	your	
mouth	and	 in	your	heart”	(that	 is,	 the	word	of	
faith	which	we	preach):

Paul contrasts the ease of faith to the Jew’s arduous and 
impossible task of trying to earn their salvation by the 
Law. He says of the Jews, 

For	I	bear	 them	witness	 that	 they	have	a	zeal	
for	God,	but	not	according	to	knowledge.	For	
they	being	ignorant	of	God’s	righteousness,	and	
seeking	 to	 establish	 their	 own	 righteousness,	
have	not	submitted	to	the	righteousness	of	God	
(Romans	10:2-3).
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To believe in Christ is not as difficult as so many think. 
“But how do I believe?” the question comes. And the 
answer is by believing. How can you not believe? That 
is the real question. How is that some seem to not be 
able to put their faith in the God who cannot lie? 

It is not a hard thing to believe someone who has lied just 
a few times in his or her past. We place our confidence 
in people who have lied sometime or another, and most 
likely they have lied to you. We may not know they 
have, but that doesn’t change the fact that everyone has 
lied. Yet we do not struggle 
to believe the people we trust 
and each one of them is a born 
liar, but we find it difficult to 
put our faith in Him who is 
the truth. The problem is not 
that God cannot be believed; 
it is our evil hearts of unbelief. 
Therein lies the problem. 

In a day when the very idea 
of sin is tabooed, people 
may not see themselves 
as having a sin problem. 
This especially true of many 
church members. The reli-
gious person sees himself 
as not acting or behaving 
as other men do. But within 
their heart lies smugly the 
vilest of sins. There in the 
chambers of the heart, dressed in self-righteousness, 
is a sin of the most terrible proportions—the accusing 
of God of being unfaithful. 

Do you find believing the Lord difficult? Would you 
say, “I have been trying to believe the Lord to save 
me but as of yet he hasn’t?” What do you mean “try-
ing to believe”? Is he a liar? Has he ever broken a 
promise? Has he ever misled or said one thing and 
done another? No! He is faithful and true. Trying to 
believe him suggests that he cannot be trusted or be-
lieved. Many good people who try to earn their way 
to heaven make God out to be a liar, that he cannot 
be trusted. If a man is to have eternal life, he must do 

it himself. Do you see why the writer to the Hebrews 
calls it an evil heart of unbelief?
 
It is the chief sin to not believe God. The first temptation 
begin by stating that God had lied, “Ye shall not surely 
die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5-6). 

To believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ is not difficult. 
It’s easy. To trust in him should be simpler than trusting 

the noblest of men. To commit 
your heart to him should be as 
easy as breathing. It should be 
as simple as your child believing 
you. Whatever he has said he will 
do. He is the “Yea and Amen.” 
To not trust in him is not only a 
grievous sin of character but is 
completely insane.

The Building BlockS of faiTh

As stated earlier we must arrive 
at a biblical understanding of 
faith if we are to have faith in 
God. Although Paul in Romans 
10 does not set out to give us a 
definition of faith, we see the 
building blocks or components 
of faith. The first component is 
knowledge. In verse 14 Paul asks 

a series of questions. One of the questions is, “And how 
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?” 
You must first learn a proposition claiming to be true 
and then you must either accept or reject it as truth.  You 
cannot believe something to be true if you know nothing 
about it. 

The second building block of faith is	acceptance. Should 
you accept the knowledge acquired as the truth, you are 
said to believe it. For so many professing Christians this is 
as far as their faith goes. They know that Jesus is God, and 
they accept it as the truth. Thus, when you ask someone 
“do you believe in Jesus?” they say, “Oh, yes I believe.” 
But having only these two components of faith they come 
short of the faith that justifies. For them faith 



6

is nothing more than hearing and learning about Jesus 
and accepting his reality as a fact.

Surely this is no more than what a man may believe 
about historical figures. He learns that George Wash-
ington was the general of the Continental Army that 
fought for our independence. He comes to understand 
that Washington was the first president of the United 
States. He accepts these facts and even feels a degree of 
pride in this man known as “the Father of our Country.” 
Tell him there was no such person as George Washing-
ton and watch him react. Although he has never met 
George Washington he is firmly entrenched in belief 
and confident that Washington existed. 

What is the difference between this kind of mental 
comprehension of George Washington and faith in 
Jesus Christ? The faith that God accepts certainly 
incorporates knowledge and acceptance but it goes 
beyond it to include two other components.

To have the faith that God requires we need to move 
to the third building block of faith, which is trust. The 
Apostle Paul, by the Spirit, writes in verses 9 and 10, 
“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus 
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart 
one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.” 

Notice the words in verses 9 and 10, “believe in your 
heart” and “with the heart one believes.” By stating it 
like this the Lord moves faith beyond just the intel-
lect, beyond just knowing and accepting. He moves 
it to the heart, which means faith involves a deeper 
commitment than just the mind. When speaking of the 
heart we are talking about the source from which life 
is lived. We are dealing with the vital core of a man, 
of commitment, of loyalty, of love and passions.

The word trust seems to better convey in our 21st 
century what the 1st century Christian meant when he 
used the word believe. For the most part when we say 
the word believe we really mean we accept something 
to be true. We are acknowledging its reality. But the 
first century Christian meant much more. He meant 
that he trusted or entrusted himself to that which he 

believed. This is the meaning of the words faith and be-
lieve in the New Testament. It means to invest something 
in the thing or person you believe in. 

We might illustrate many ways. For a starter, if you were 
to walk a rope bridge over a deep gorge you would be 
exercising trust. In fact, you may do so without being 
mentally sure that the bridge will support you and not 
collapse under your feet sending you to your death. But 
despite your doubts you invest your life to the bridge. 
You entrust yourself to it. 

A drowning man cannot be saved by mere knowledge 
and acceptance. He can know that the lifebuoy that has 
been tossed to him from his would-be rescuer can save 
his life. He can accept that fact with all his mind. He 
can be convinced without any doubts whatsoever. But 
this believing will not save him. No! He must commit 
himself to the life preserver and the man who has tossed 
it to him. He must fasten it around him and give himself 
to it. Otherwise he will drown. 

My daughter is a special needs child. Suppose I think 
you’re capable of caring for her, but am I trusting you 
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to do so? No I’m not. I believe with my mind that 
you might be capable, but not until I surrender her to 
your care do I trust you with Victoria. The faith that 
God responds to is a faith that commits you to him. 
And not just your sins, not just your eternal destiny 
at the moment of death, but your entire life between 
now and eternity.

Have you committed, not just your heart, but also 
your life to Christ? Have you yielded your rights and 
privileges into his hands? Are you investing your days, 
however many you have, into his kingdom? Into his way 
of life? This is a necessary component to godly faith. 

You know God exists. You believe that Christ came 
into the world born of a virgin. You are orthodox in 
your doctrine, believing that the death of Christ is the 
only way to eternal life. You have no doubts about it or 
of any fact of Scripture. But if you stop there, my dear 
friend, all of your knowledge, all of your acceptance of 
these facts will not save you but will prove to be a rope 
of smoke. It will not keep you from falling into hell no 
matter how hard you may try to grip it. This is not the 
faith that is acceptable to God. You must entrust your-
self to God. You must put your full weight on him who 
is our bridge to God. Give yourself to him. Surrender 
into his loving care. Rest and do not struggle anymore 
to believe. Just lie down in his loving arms and there 
remain in him.

There are too many things today that look like faith but 
aren’t. Many think these things are faith and they are 
trusting in the Lord, but they are trusting in everything 
but the Lord. For instance should I ask someone, “Do 
you trust in Jesus? And how do you know that you are 
trusting in Him?” And let us suppose this is their reply, 
“Oh yes, I trust the Lord. And I know I am because I 
prayed to receive him into my heart.” Well, I would 
answer, “No, no that is not trusting in Jesus but in 
yourself. You are trusting in the fact that you prayed 
and fulfilled some requirement of prayer to be saved. 
That is nothing more than self-righteousness. That, my 
friend, is trusting in you and not Christ.” 

But they insist that they do trust in him. They say to 
me, “But my prayer was in response to his promise that 
if I call upon him then I would be saved.” To which I 

would then ask, “If you just trusted him with your life 
and you did not pray some prayer would you believe 
you are saved?” And they reply, “Well, no. You must 
pray and ask him to come into your heart if you are to 
be saved.” If this is your view of faith in Christ, then 
my friend I can only tell you, you have not yet trusted 
Christ. You are trusting that you performed some re-
quirement of prayer. Thus your faith is in you as much 
as was the Pharisee’s faith in his ability to keep the law 
of God. We must trust Christ and him alone, not in any 
religious work we may perform.

Another answers my question saying, “I am a Christian. 
I know it not because I am trusting in some prayer but 
because I put my faith in him.” I would answer, “Very 
good! But let me ask you this, how do you know your 
faith is genuine?” And they answer, “Well, because I felt 
in my soul the terrible agony of my sin, and I cried out 
to the Lord, and I felt his love and peace flood my soul.” 
To this person I say, “It is good that you felt your sins 
and you experienced his love, but these things are not 
what the Bible tells you to put your faith in. These are 
wonderful outpourings of God’s grace, but you cannot 
put your faith in these for the day may come when you 
will not feel deeply about anything at all. The test will 
come and your faith will be tried; you’ll feel lonely and 
the cheer of his presence will be absent. What then will 
you trust in?”

So many who come under the conviction of the Holy 
Spirit and realize their sin and separation from God 
make this terrible mistake of equating faith to a feeling. 
Instead of trusting the Lord because he is trustworthy 
they struggle to believe because they are waiting for some 
feeling to hit them. They think faith is some flutter of the 
heart or some warm, tingling feeling. It seems that they 
are waiting for some experience that is evidence that they 
believe and that God is saving them. But once again this 
is not faith in the trustworthiness of Christ nor is it faith 
in his promises or his word.
 
Our faith cannot be in any feelings, experiences or any-
thing other than one thing and one thing alone. These 
words are not to be tampered with, “Whoever believes 
on Him will not be put to shame” (Romans 10:11). Your 
faith is to be in Christ himself. This leads us to the 
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fourth building block or component of faith that pleases 
God—Christ	is	the	sole	object	of	faith. Faith from God 
that justifies is a faith that looks absolutely on the person 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. As the flower looks to the sun 
alone for light, we look unto Christ alone. As we look 
to air in order to breathe so must we look to Jesus for 
divine life. 

The Apostle Paul points us to the death and resurrection 
of Christ specifically in verse 
9, but he would not want us 
to make the mistake this is all 
we should believe about our 
Lord. He cites these two events 
in our Lord’s life because it is 
by his death and resurrection 
the satisfaction of our sins has 
been adequately supplied that 
we might be declared righteous. 
In other words, it by his death 
and resurrection we have God’s 
righteous demands against us 
removed so that he can be mer-
ciful and forgive us. Therefore, 
we should put our faith in his 
substitutionary death. 

But it is not just by Jesus’ death 
we have acceptance with God, 
it is by Jesus himself. This is 
why we read, “Whoever be-
lieves on him . . .” Jesus prom-
ised, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life” (John 
6:47). It is not just believing in what he has done but 
believing in him, all that he is, all that he has said and all 
that he has promised. Just believing in his death is actu-
ally not enough because you can believe that something 
he has done can benefit you, but if you do not believe in 
him, in all respects, then you find him incomplete. There 
are several heretical groups that believe that Jesus died 
but they reject his deity. Thus acceptance of the fact of 
his death is insufficient.

For example, you might believe that a man did one great 
deed but he is not trustworthy in his promises or that he 

is not a very good man in other respects. If Christ is not 
all that he says he is, then his death has no power. His 
death is able to forgive our sins because of the power 
of who he was and is. Therefore, your faith is to be in 
him. He, not just what he did in three days time span, 
is the object of our faith.

Coming to a conclusion I wish to again speak to those 
who may know they are outside the kingdom of God and 

are not yet Christian. To such 
a person I ask, do you believe 
the Bible? If you are reading 
this you probably would say 
yes you do. Let me then ask 
you, do you believe the text 
that says “that if you confess 
with your mouth the Lord Je-
sus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved” 
(Romans 10:9)? Again you 
probably would answer, “Yes, 
I suppose I would since it is a 
part of the Bible.” Yet another 
question if you please, “Why 
do you believe this and why do 
you believe the Bible?” And 
you respond, “Because it is 
God’s word and God is honest; 
without the ability to tell a lie.” 
Yes, indeed this is true. 

So far so good, but let me say 
this to you, if you do believe 

that God cannot lie, then you must be able to believe 
that he will save if you if you trust in him. That, my dear 
friend, is all you should and must do to be saved. Trust 
him and do what he tells you to do. If there is difficulty 
in doing so, then the difficulty is your evil heart and 
you do not want to entrust yourself to him. You choose 
not to invest with God your sin, your soul and your life. 
You are still in love with yourself. But if you would take 
your knowledge and acceptance of Christ and add to it 
trust and commitment, then you will be saved. 

Certainly if a wealthy man gave you a cashier’s check 
totaling $100,000 you would trust when you cashed 
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it you would receive the full amount. Would you go 
home and put it on your dresser and say, “I don’t know 
if this man has that kind of money. I don’t want to be 
embarrassed at the bank trying to cash it if he does not 
have that kind of money.” No, you wouldn’t do that. 
Because you believed he had the money and you saw 
that it was a cashier’s check proving that the money 
was available you would take action. You would get 
to the bank as quickly as possible and surrender the 
check and collect the sum total. 

And so I ask you if you really believe this book and you 
believe this text is true, then what is left for you to do? 
Nothing but to act upon your belief. That is trust—act-
ing upon what you believe. Surrender your life and soul 
to Christ and collect the promise of entrance into the 
kingdom of God and God’s eternal forgiveness. 

If I knew that the sentence of death was in me and 
there was only one remedy, I would think I should 
immediately get up and go to my only hope. If I were 
dying from cancer and the medical world discovered 
a cure but it was only administered at the Mayo Clinic 
or perhaps even a more remote place such as Zurich, 
Switzerland, wouldn’t I do all within my power to get 
myself where the cure was? 

If I were starving because I had no food but someone 
told me that there was a mission that would give me 
a hot meal, wouldn’t I make my way to these Good 
Samaritans and eat rather than die? If I were drown-
ing and a boat nearby came to my rescue and threw 
me a lifeline, would I not reach out and take it with 
all might? 

Yes, if any of these predicaments were mine and there 
were remedies, I would avail myself of them. Then 
my dear friends, how is it that you can know you are 
lost in sin,

sinking deep in sin,
far from the peaceful shore,
Very deeply stained within,

sinking to rise no more

and not reach out to Christ who has come to you, walking 
on your damning sea, willing to lift you out? How is it 
that you are content to admit that you are drowning but 
not desperate enough to be spared? I would urge you as 
the hymn writer pleads,

Souls in danger look above, Jesus completely saves, 
He will lift you by His love, out of the angry waves. 

He’s the Master of the sea, billows His will obey, 
He your Savior wants to be, be saved today.

Do you want to be saved from sin? If He wants to be 
your Savior and would tell you that “Today is the day 
of salvation, now is the acceptable time” and you do not 
seem to respond, how can anyone think any thing else 
but that today you do not want to be saved and that now 
is not acceptable to you? 

One might say to me, “But I am too evil. I do believe 
the Lord has promised forgiveness, but I am too wicked. 
Thus, I am not sure it is applicable to me.” I respond that 
the promise has to be to all men; otherwise, God is not 
telling the truth. If the Bible says that Christ has died for 
the ungodly and it tells us that all we have like sheep 
have gone astray, then the promise of salvation must 
be to all alike and the same. Therefore, just trust Jesus. 
Rest in his promises. Leave your sin and self with him. 
“Commit your way to the Lord and trust in him and he 
will bring it to pass.”
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How to Know if You Are a Real Christian
By: Jonathan Edwards

This sermon has been divided into two parts due to its length. 
This is the second part. the first half was published in the last 
Expositor. We apologize for the inconvenience. But wanting to 
provide our readers with this message was deemed more impor-

tant than how it was provided.—The Editors

“You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons 
believe that—and shudder.” James 2:19

Now we come to the question, if all these various experiences and feelings come from nothing more than 
demons are capable of, what are the kinds of experiences that are truly spiritual and holy? What do I 
have to find in my own heart, as a sure sign of God’s grace there? What are the differences that show 

them to be from the Holy Spirit? 

This is the answer: those feelings and experiences which are good signs of God’s grace in the heart differ from 
the experience of demons in their source and in their results. 

Their source is the sense of the overwhelming	holy	beauty and loveliness of the things of God. When a person 
grasps in his mind, or better yet, when he feels his own heart held captive by the attractiveness of the Divine, 
this is an unmistakable sign of God’s working. 

The demons and damned in hell do not now, and never will experience even the tiniest bit of this. Before their fall, 
the demons did have this sense of God. But in their fall, they lost it, the only thing they could lose of their knowl-
edge of God. We have seen how the demons have very clear ideas about how powerful God is, his justice, holiness, 
and so on. They know a lot of facts about God. But now they haven’t a clue about what God is like. They cannot 
know what God is like any more than a blind man can know about colors! Demons can have a strong sense God’s 
awesome majesty, but they don’t see his loveliness. They have observed His work among the human race for these 
thousands of years, indeed with the closest attention; but they never see a glimmer of His beauty. No matter how 
much they know about God (and we have seen that they know very much indeed) the knowledge they have will 
never bring them to this higher, spiritual knowing what God is like. On the contrary, the more they know about God, 
the more they hate Him. The beauty of God consists primarily in this holiness, or moral excellence, 
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and this is what they hate the most. It is because God 
is holy that the demons hate Him. One could suppose 
that if God were to be less holy, the demons would hate 
Him less. No doubt demons would hate any holy Being, 
no matter what He was like otherwise. But surely they 
hate this Being all the more, for being infinitely holy, 
infinitely wise, and infinitely powerful! 

Wicked people, including those alive today, will on the 
day of judgment see all there is to see of Jesus Christ, 
except His beauty and 
loveliness. There is not 
one thing about Christ that 
we can think of, that will 
not be set before them in 
the strongest light on that 
brilliant day. The wicked 
will see Jesus “coming in 
clouds with great power 
and glory.” (Mark 13:26) 
They will see his outward 
glory, which is far, far 
greater than we can pos-
sibly imagine now. You 
know the wicked will be 
thoroughly convinced of 
all who Christ is. They 
will be convinced about 
His omniscience, as they 
see all their sins replayed 
and evaluated. They will 
know first-hand Christ’s 
justice, as their sentences are announced. His author-
ity will be made utterly convincing when every knee 
will bow, and every tongue confess Jesus as Lord. 
(Phil 2:10, 11) The divine majesty will be impressed 
upon them in quite an effective way, as the wicked 
are poured into hell itself, and enter into their final 
state of suffering and death (Rev 20:14, 15) When 
that happens, all their knowledge of God, as true and 
as powerful as it may be, will be worth nothing, and 
less than nothing, because they will not see Christ’s 
beauty. 

Therefore, it is this seeing the loveliness of Christ that 
makes the difference between the saving grace of the 
Holy Spirit, and the experiences of demons. This sight 
or sense is what makes true Christian experience differ-

ent from everything else. The faith of God’s elect people 
is based on this. When a person sees the excellence of the 
gospel, he senses the beauty and loveliness of the divine 
scheme of salvation. His mind is convinced that it is of 
God, and he believes it with all his heart. As the apostle 
Paul says in 2 Cor 4:3-4, “even if our gospel is veiled, it 
is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age 
has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot 
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God.” That 
is to say, as was explained 
before, unbelievers can 
see that there is a gospel, 
and understand the facts 
about it, but they do not 
see its light. The light of 
the gospel is the glory of 
Christ, his holiness and 
beauty. Right after this 
we read, 2 Cor 4:6 “For 
God, who said, ’Let light 
shine out of darkness,’ 
made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light 
of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face 
of Christ.” Clearly, it is 
this divine light, shining 
into our hearts, that en-
ables us to see the beauty 
of the gospel and have a 

saving belief in Christ. This supernatural light shows 
us the superlative beauty and loveliness of Jesus, and 
convinces us of His sufficiency as our Saviour. Only 
such a glorious, majestic Saviour can be our Mediator, 
standing between guilty, hell-deserving sinners such as 
ourselves, and an infinitely holy God. This supernatural 
light gives us a sense of Christ that convinces us in a 
way nothing else ever could. 

When a most wicked sinner is caused to see Christ’s di-
vine loveliness, he no longer speculates why God should 
be interested in him, to save him. Before, he could not 
understand how the blood of Christ could pay the penalty 
for sins. But now he can see the preciousness of Christ’s 
blood, and how it is worthy to be accepted as the ransom 
for the worst of sins. Now the soul can 
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recognize that he is accepted by God, not because of who 
he is, but because of the value God puts on the blood, 
obedience, and intercession of Christ. Seeing this value 
and worth gives the poor guilty soul rest which cannot 
be found in any sermon or booklet.

When a person comes to see the proper foundation of 
faith and trust with his own eyes, this is saving faith. 
“For my Father’s will is 
that everyone who looks to 
the Son and believes in him 
shall have eternal life.” (John 
6:40) “I have revealed you 
to those whom you gave me 
out of the world. They were 
yours; you gave them to me 
and they have obeyed your 
word. Now they know that 
everything you have given 
me comes from you. For I 
gave them the words you 
gave me and they accepted 
them. They knew with cer-
tainty that I came from you, 
and they believed that you 
sent me.” (John 17:6-8) 

It is this sight of the divine 
beauty of Christ that capti-
vates the wills and draws the 
hearts of men. A sight of the 
outward greatness of God in 
His glory may overwhelm men, and be more than they 
can endure. This will be seen on the day of judgment, 
when the wicked will be brought before God. They 
will be overwhelmed, yes, but the hostility of the heart 
will remain in full strength and the opposition of the 
will continue. But on the other hand, a single ray of the 
moral and spiritual glory of God and of the supreme 
loveliness of Christ shone into the heart overcomes 
all hostility. The soul is inclined to love God as if by 
an omnipotent power, so that now not only the under-
standing, but the whole being receives and embraces 
the loving Saviour.

This sense of the beauty of Christ is the beginning of 
true saving faith in the life of a true convert. This is quite 
different from any vague feeling that Christ loves him 

or died for him. These sort of fuzzy feelings can cause a 
sort of love and joy, because the person feels a gratitude 
for escaping the punishment of their sin. In actual fact, 
these feelings are based on self-love, and not on a love 
for Christ at all. It is a sad thing that so many people 
are deluded by this false faith. On the other hand, a 
glimpse of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ 
causes in the heart a supreme	genuine	 love	 for	God. 

This is because the divine 
light shows the excellent 
loveliness of God’s nature. 
A love based on this is far, 
far above anything coming 
from self-love, which de-
mons can have as well as 
men. The true love of God 
which comes from this 
sight of His beauty causes 
a spiritual and holy joy in 
the soul; a joy in God, and 
exulting in Him. There is 
no rejoicing in ourselves, 
but rather in God alone. 

The sight of the beau-
ty of divine things will 
cause true desires after 
the things of God. These 
desires are different from 
the longings of demons, 
which happen because 
the demons know their 
doom awaits them, and 

they wish it could somehow be otherwise. The desires 
that come from this sight of Christ’s beauty are natural 
free desires, like a baby desiring milk. Because these 
desires are so different from their counterfeits, they 
help to distinguish genuine experiences of God’s grace 
from the false. 

False spiritual experiences have a tendency to cause pride, 
which is the devil’s special sin. “He must not be a recent 
convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the 
same judgment as the devil.” (1 Tim 3:6) Pride is the in-
evitable result of false spiritual experiences, even though 
they are often covered with a disguise of great humility. 
False experience is enamored with self and grows on 
self. It lives by showing itself in one way or another. A 
person can have great love for God, and be proud of the
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greatness of his love. He can be very humble, and very proud indeed of his humility. But the emotions and experi-
ences that come from God’s grace are exactly opposite. God’s true working in the heart causes humility. They do 
not cause any kind of showiness or self-exaltation. That sense of the awesome, holy, glorious beauty of Christ kills 
pride and humbles the soul. The light of God’s loveliness, and that alone, shows the soul its own ugliness. When 
a person really grasps this, he inevitably begins a process of making God bigger and bigger, and himself smaller 
and smaller. 

Another result of God’s grace working in the heart is that the person will hate every evil and respond to God 
with a holy heart and life. False experiences may cause a certain amount of zeal, and even a great deal of what 
is commonly called religion. However it is not a zeal for good works. Their religion is not a service of God, 
but rather a service of self. This is how the apostle James puts it himself in this very context, “You believe that 
there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. You foolish man, do you want evidence 
that faith without deeds is useless ?” (James 2:19-20) In other words, deeds, or good works, are evidence of 
a genuine experience of God’s grace in the heart. “We know that we have come to know him if we obey his 
commands. The man who says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him.” (1 John 2:3-4) When the heart has been ravished by the beauty of Christ, how else can it respond? 

How excellent is that inner goodness and true religion that comes from this sight of the beauty of Christ! Here 
you have the most wonderful experiences of saints and angels in heaven. Here you have the best experience 
of Jesus Christ Himself. Even though we are mere creatures, it is a sort of participation in God’s own beauty. 
“Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate 
in the divine nature.” (2 Pet 1:4) “God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.” (Heb 
12:10) Because of the power of this divine working, there is a mutual indwelling of God and His people. “God 
is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” (1 John 4:16) 

This special relationship has to make the person involved as happy and as blessed as any creature in existence. 
This is a special gift of God, which he gives only to his special favorites. Gold, silver, diamonds, and earthly 
kingdoms are given by God to people who the Bible calls dogs and pigs. But this great gift of beholding Christ’s 
beauty, is the special blessing of God to His dearest children. Flesh and blood cannot give this gift: only God 
can bestow it. This was the special gift which Christ died to obtain for his elect. It is the highest token of his 
everlasting love, the best fruit of his labours, and the most precious purchase of his blood. 

By this gift, more than anything else, the saints shine as lights in the world. This gift, more than anything else, is 
their comfort. It is impossible that the soul who possesses this gift should ever perish. This is the gift of eternal 
life. It is eternal life begun: those who have it can never die. It is the dawning of the light of glory. It comes from 
heaven, it has a heavenly quality, and it will take its bearer to heaven. Those who have this gift may wander in 
the wilderness or be tossed by waves on the ocean, but they will arrive in heaven at last. There the heavenly spark 
will be made perfect and increased. In heaven the souls of the saints will be transformed into a bright and pure 
flame, and they will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Amen.
Originally	titled	True	Grace	Distinguished	from	the	Experience	of	Devils	by	Jonathan	Edwards,	1752.	This	modern	language	version	
is Copyright 1994 by William Carson. Permission is granted for reproduction, so long as this file is not altered, this notice is included 
in any reproduction, and it is not sold for profit.
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T he Warrant of Faith

by Charles Spurgeon

“And	this	is	his	commandment,	That	we	should	believe	on	the	name	of	his	Son	Jesus	Christ.”—1	John	3:23

The old law shines in terrible glory with its ten commandments. There are some who love that law so much, 
that they cannot pass over a Sabbath without its being read in their hearing, accompanied by the mournful 
petition, “Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.” Thus they wear a yoke which 

neither they nor their fathers can bear, and daily groaning under its awful weight, they labor after righteousness 
where it never can be found. Over the tables of the law in every Church, I would have conspicuously printed 
these gospel words, “By the deeds of the law shall no flesh living be justified.” The true believer has learned to 
look away from the killing ordinances of the old law. He understands that “as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curse, for it is written: Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them.” He therefore turns with loathing from all trust in his own obedience to the ten 
commands, and lays hold with joy upon the hope set before him in the one commandment contained in my text, 
“This is his commandment, that we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ.”
 
To convince and to condemn is all the law can do. O, when will all professors, and especially all professed ministers 
of Christ, learn the difference between the law and the gospel? Most of them make a mingle-mangle, and serve out 
deadly potions to the people, often containing but one ounce of gospel to a pound of law, whereas, but even a grain 
of law is enough to spoil the whole thing. It must be gospel, and gospel only. “If it be of grace, it is not of works, 
otherwise grace is no more grace; and if it be of works, then it is not of grace, otherwise work is no more work.”
The Christian then, turning his attention to the one command of the gospel, is very anxious to know first, what 
is the nature of the believing here commanded? And secondly, what is the sinner’s warrant for so believing in 
Christ?  
 
I.  First then, THE MATTER OF BELIEVING, or what is it that a man is to believe in order to eternal life. Is it 
the Athanasian creed? Is it true, that if a man does not hold that confession whole and entire, he shall without 

This article has been revised and abridged by the editors.



15

doubt perish everlastingly? Is it any particular form of 
doctrine? Is it the Calvinistic or the Arminian scheme? 
For our own part we are quite content with our text—
believing on “his Son Jesus Christ.” That faith which 
saves the soul is believing on a person, depending upon 
Jesus for eternal life.
 
To speak more at large of the things which are to be 
believed in order to justification by faith, they all relate 
to the person and the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We must believe him to be God’s Son—so the text puts 
it—”His Son.” We must grasp with strong confidence 
the great fact that he is God: for nothing short of a di-
vine Savior can ever deliver us from the infinite wrath 
of God. He who rejects the true and proper Godhead 
of Jesus of Nazareth, is not saved, and cannot be, for 
he believes not on Jesus as God’s Son. Furthermore, 
we must accept this Son of God as “Jesus,” the Sav-
ior. We must believe that Jesus Christ the Son of God, 
became man out of infinite love to man, that he might 
save his people from their sins. We must believe that 
Jesus Christ, coming into the world to save sinners, did 
really effect his mission; that the precious blood which 
is shed upon Calvary is almighty to atone for sin, and 
therefore, all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be for-
given unto men, since the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s 
dear Son, cleanseth us from all sin. We must heartily 
accept the great doctrine of the atonement—regarding 
Jesus as standing in the room, place, and stead of sin-
ful men, bearing for them the terror of the law’s curse 
until justice was satisfied and could demand no more. 
Moreover, we should rejoice that as Jesus Christ, by 
his dying, put away for ever the sin of his people, so by 
his living he gave unto those who trust in him a perfect 
righteousness, in which, despite their own sins, they 
are “accepted in the beloved.”
 
The mere knowledge of these facts will not, however, 
save us, unless we really and truly trust our souls in 
the Redeemer’s hands. Faith must act in this wise: “I 
believe that Jesus came to save sinners, and therefore, 
sinner though I be, I rest myself on him; I know that his 
righteousness justifies the ungodly; I, therefore, though 
ungodly, trust in him to be my righteousness; I know 
that his precious blood in heaven prevails with God on 
the behalf of them that come unto him.” 

Now, I have enlarged the one thought of believing on 
God’s Son Jesus Christ. Brethren, I would not darken 
counsel by words without knowledge. “Believing” is 
most clearly explained by that simple word “trust.” Be-
lieving is partly the intellectual operation of receiving 
divine truths, but the essence of it lies in relying upon 
those truths. I believe that, although I cannot swim, yon-
der friendly plank will support me in the flood—I grasp 
it, and am saved: the grasp is faith. I am promised by a 
generous friend that if I draw upon his banker, he will 
supply all my needs—I joyously confide in him, and as 
often as I am in want I go to the bank, and am enriched: 
my going to the bank is faith. Thus faith is accepting 
God’s great promise, contained in the person of his Son. 
It is taking God at his word, and trusting in Jesus Christ 
as being my salvation, although I am utterly unworthy 
of his regard. Sinner, if you take Christ to be your Sav-
ior this day, you are justified; though you be the biggest 
blasphemer and persecutor out of hell, if you dare to 
trust Christ with your salvation. Though your whole life 
may have been as black, and foul, and devilish as you 
could have made it, yet if you will honor God by believ-
ing Christ is able to forgive such a wretch as you, and 
will now trust in Jesus’ precious blood, you are saved 
from divine wrath.
 
II. The WARRANT OF BELIEVING is the point upon 
which I shall spend my time and strength this morning. 
According to my text, the warrant for a man to believe 
is the commandment of God. This is the commandment, 
that ye “believe on his Son Jesus Christ.” 

Self-righteousness will always find a lodging somewhere 
or other. Let the sinner see that he cannot rest on his good 
works, otherwise, as foxes have holes, this self-righteous-
ness will find a refuge for itself in the warrant of our faith 
in Christ. It reasons thus: “You are not saved by what you 
do but by what Christ did; but then, you have no right 
to trust in Christ unless there is something good in you 
which shall entitle you to trust in him.” Now, this legal 
reasoning I oppose. The warrant for a sinner to believe 
in Christ is not in himself in any sense or in any manner, 
but in the fact that he is commanded there and then to 
believe on Jesus Christ. Some preachers in the Puritan 
times, whose shoe latchets I am not worthy to unloose, 
erred much in this matter. I refer not merely to Alleyne 
and Baxter, who are far better preachers of the law than 



16

of the gospel, but I include men far sounder in the faith 
than they, such as Rogers of Dedham, Shepherd, the 
author of “The Sound Believer,” and especially the 
American, Thomas Hooker, who has written a book 
upon qualifications for coming to Christ. These excellent 
men had a fear of preaching the gospel to any except 
those whom they styled “sensible sinners,” and conse-
quently kept hundreds of their hearers sitting in dark-
ness when they might have rejoiced in the light. They 
preached repentance and hatred of sin as the warrant of 
a sinner’s trusting to Christ. According to them, a sinner 
might reason thus—”I possess such-and-such a degree 
of feeling about my sin, therefore I have a right to trust 
in Christ.” Now, I venture to affirm that such reasoning 
is seasoned with fatal error. Whoever preaches in this 
fashion may preach much of the gospel, but the whole 
gospel of the free grace of God in its fullness he has 
yet to learn. In our own day certain preachers assure us 
that a man must he regenerated before we may bid him 
believe in Jesus Christ; some degree of a work of grace 
in the heart being, in their judgment, the only warrant 
to believe. This also is false. It takes away a gospel for 
sinners and offers us a gospel for saints. It is anything 
but a ministry of free grace.
 
Others say that the warrant for a sinner to believe in Christ 
is his election. Now, as his election cannot possibly be 
known by any man until he has believed, this is virtu-
ally preaching that nobody has any known guarantee for 
believing at all. If I cannot possibly know my election 
before I believe—and yet the minister tells me that I may 
only believe upon the ground of my election—how am I 
ever to believe at all? Election brings me faith, and faith 
is the evidence of my election; but to say that my faith 
is to depend upon my knowledge of my election, which 
I cannot get without faith, is to talk egregious nonsense.

I lay down this morning with great boldness—because 
I know and am well persuaded that what I speak is the 
mind of the Spirit—this doctrine that the sole and only 
warrant for a sinner to believe in Jesus is found in the 
gospel itself and in the command which accompanies 
that gospel, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.” I shall deal with that matter first 
of all, negatively, and then, positively.

1. First, NEGATIVELY; and here my first observation 
is that any other way of preaching the gospel-warrant is 
absurd. If I am to preach faith in Christ to a man who is 
regenerated, then the man, being regenerated, is saved 
already, and it is an unnecessary and ridiculous thing 
for me to preach Christ to him, and bid him to believe 
in order to be saved when he is saved already, being 
regenerate. But you will tell me that I ought to preach 
it only to those who repent of their sins. Very well; but 
since true repentance of sin is the work of the Spirit, 
any man who has repentance is most certainly saved, 
because evangelical repentance never can exist in an 
unrenewed soul. Where there is repentance there is 
faith already, for they never can be separated. So, then, 
I am only to preach faith to those who have it. Absurd, 
indeed! Is not this waiting till the man is cured and then 
bringing him the medicine?  This is preaching Christ 
to the righteous and not to sinners. “No,” says one, 
“but we mean that a man must have some good desires 
towards Christ before he has any warrant to believe in 
Jesus.” Friend, if a sinner has any degree of true holi-
ness in him it must be the work of the Spirit, for true 
holiness never exists in the carnal mind, therefore, that 
man is already renewed, and therefore saved. Are we to 
go running up and down the world, proclaiming life to 
the living, casting bread to those who are fed already? 
My brethren, where is our inducement to labor where 
our efforts are so little needed? I feel I have a gospel 
so divine that I would proclaim it with my last breath, 
crying aloud, that “Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners”—sinners as sinners, not as penitent sinners or 
as awakened sinners, but sinners as sinners, sinners “of 
whom I am chief.”
 
Secondly, to tell the sinner that he is to believe on Christ 
because of some warrant in himself is legal; I dare to say 
it—legal. Though this method is generally adopted by 
the higher school of Calvinists, they are herein unsound, 
uncalvinistic, and legal. It is strange that they who are 
so bold defenders of free grace should make common 
cause with Baxterians and Pelagians. I lay it down to be 
legal for this reason: if I believe in Jesus Christ because 
I feel a genuine repentance of sin, and therefore have a 
warrant for my faith, do you not perceive that the first 
and true ground of my confidence is the fact that I have 
repented of sin?
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If I believe in Jesus because I have convictions and a 
spirit of prayer, then evidently the first and the most 
important fact is not Christ, but my possession of re-
pentance, conviction, and prayer, so that really my 
hope hinges upon my having repented; and if this be 
not legal I do not know what is. My opponents will 
say, “The sinner must have an awakened conscience 
before he is warranted to believe on Christ.” Well, 
then, if I trust Christ to save me because I have an 
awakened conscience, I say again, the most important part 
of the whole transaction is the alarm of my conscience, 
and my real trust hangs there. If I lean on Christ because 
I feel this and that, then I am leaning on my feelings and 
not on Christ alone, and this is legal indeed. Nay, even if 
desires after Christ are to be my warrant for believing, if I 
am to believe in Jesus not because he bids me, but because 
I feel some desires after him, you must perceive that the 
most important source of my comfort must be my own 
desires. So that we shall be always looking within. “Do I 
really desire? If I do, then Christ can save me; if I do not, 
then he cannot.” And so my desire overrides Christ and 
his grace. Away with such legality from the earth!
 
Again, any other way of preaching than that of bidding 
the sinner believe because God commands him to be-
lieve, is a way of boasting. For if my warrant to trust in 
Jesus be found in my experience, my loathings of sin, or 
my longings after Christ, then all these good things of 
mine are a legitimate ground of boasting, because though 
Christ may save me, yet these were the wedding-dress 
which fitted me to come to Christ. If these be indispens-
able pre-requisites and conditions, then the man who has 
them may truly and justly say, “Christ did save me, but I 
had the pre-requisites and conditions first, and therefore 
let these share the praise.” See, my brethren, those who 
have a faith which rests upon their own experience, what 
are they as a rule? Mark them, and you will perceive 
much censorious bitterness in them, prompting them to 
set up their own experience as the standard of saintship, 
which may assuredly make us suspicious whether they 
ever were humbled in a gospel manner at all, so as to 
see that their own best feelings, and best repentances, 
and best experiences in themselves are nothing more 
nor less than filthy rags in the sight of God. My dear 
brethren, when we tell a sinner that foul and filthy as 
he is, without any preparation or qualification, he is 
to take Jesus Christ to be his all in all, finding in him 

all that he can ever 
need, when we dare 
on the spot to bid 
the jailor just star-
tled out of sleep, 
“Believe in Jesus,” 
we leave no room 
for self-glorifica-
tion, all must be of 
grace. When we 
find the lame man 
lying at the temple 
gates, we do not bid 
him strengthen his 
own legs or feel some life in them, but we bid him in the 
name of Jesus rise up and walk; surely here when God 
the Spirit owns the Word, all boasting is excluded. 
 
Any other warrant for believing on Jesus than that which 
is presented in the gospel is changeable. See, brethren, 
if my warrant to believe in Christ lies in my meltings of 
heart and my experiences, then if today I have a melt-
ing heart and I can pour my soul out before the Lord, I 
have a warrant to believe in Christ. But tomorrow (who 
does not know this?) tomorrow my heart may be as 
hard as a stone, so that I can neither feel nor pray. Then, 
according to the qualification-theory, I have no right 
to trust in Christ, my warrant is clean gone from me. 
According to the doctrine of final perseverance, the 
Christian’s faith is continual, if so the warrant of his 
faith must be always the same, or else he has some-
times an unwarranted faith which is absurd; it fol-
lows from this that the abiding warrant of faith must 
lie in some immutable truth. Since everything within 
changes more frequently than ever does an English 
sky, if my warrant to believe in Christ be based within 
me, it must change every hour; consequently I am 
one moment lost and then another moment saved; on 
and on the miserable cycle goes. Brethren, can these 
things be so? For my part I want a sure and immutable 
warrant for my faith; I want a warrant to believe in 
Jesus which will serve me when the devil’s blasphemy 
comes pouring into my ears like a flood; I want a war-
rant to believe which will serve me when my lustings 
and corruptions appear in terrible array, and make 
me cry out, “O wretched man that I am;” I want a 
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warrant to believe in Christ which will comfort me when 
I have no good frames and holy feelings, when I am dead 
as a stone and my spirit lies cleaving to the dust. Such 
an unfailing warrant to belief in Jesus is found in this 
precious truth, that his gracious commandment and not 
my variable experience, is my title to believe on his Son 
Jesus Christ.
 
Again, my brethren, any other warrant is utterly incompre-
hensible. Multitudes of my brethren preach an impossible 
salvation. How often do poor sinners hunger and thirst to 
know the way of salvation, and there is no available salva-
tion preached to them. Personally, I do not remember to 
have been told from the pulpit to believe in Jesus as a sinner. 
I heard much of feelings which I thought I could never get, 
and frames after which I longed; but I found no peace until 
a true, free grace message came to me, “Look unto me and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.” See, my brethren, if 
convictions of soul are necessary qualifications for Christ, 
we ought to know to an ounce how much of these qualifi-
cations are needed. If you tell a poor sinner that there is a 
certain amount of humblings, and tremblings, and convic-
tions, and heart-searchings to be felt, in order that he may be 
warranted to come to Christ, I demand of all legal-gospel-
lers distinct information as to the manner and exact degree 
of preparation required. Brethren, you will find when these 
gentlemen are pushed into a corner, they will not agree, but 
will every one give a different standard, according to his 
own judgment. One will say the sinner must have months 
of law work; another, that he only needs good desires; 
and some will demand that he possess the graces of the 
Spirit—such as humility, godly sorrow, and love to holiness. 
You will get no clear answer from them. If the sinner’s war-
rant to come is found in the gospel itself, the matter is clear 
and plain. It must be so with you, my brethren, for any other 
plan but that of a sinner’s coming to Christ as a sinner, and 
resting on Jesus just as he is, is utterly incomprehensible. 
 
Poor soul, I have no questions to ask you; I have no 
advice to give you, except this, God’s command to you 
is, whatever you may be, trust to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and you shall be saved. Will you do it or no? If he rejects 
that I have no more to say to him; I am clear of his blood, 
and on him the sentence comes, “He that believeth not 
shall be damned.” But you will find in ninety-nine cases 
out of one hundred, that when you begin to talk to the 
sinner, not about his repentings and his desirings, but 
about Christ, and tell him that he need not fear the law, 

for Christ has satisfied it; that he need not fear an angry 
God, for God is not angry with believers; tell him that all 
manner of iniquity was cast into the Red Sea of Jesus’ 
blood, and, like the Egyptians, drowned there for ever; 
tell him that no matter however vile and wicked he may 
have been, “Christ is able to save unto the uttermost 
them that come unto God by him;” and tell him that 
he has a right to come, be he who he may, or what he 
may, because God bids him come; and you will find 
that the suitability of such a gospel to the sinner’s case, 
will prove a sweet inducement in the hand of the Holy 
Spirit, to lead that sinner to lay hold on Jesus Christ. O 
my brethren, I am ashamed of myself when I think of 
the way in which I have sometimes talked to awakened 
sinners. I am persuaded that the only true remedy for 
a broken heart is Jesus Christ’s most precious blood. 
Some surgeons keep a wound open too long; they keep 
cutting, and cutting, and cutting, till they cut away as 
much sound flesh as proud flesh. Better by half heal it, 
heal it at once, for Jesus Christ was not sent to keep open 
the wounds, but to bind up the broken in heart. To you, 
then, sinners of every sort and hue, black, hard-hearted, 
insensible, impenitent, even to you is the gospel sent, 
for “Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners,” 
even the chief.
 
I might here pause, surely, but I must add yet one other 
point upon this negative mode of reasoning. Any other 
warrant for the sinner’s faith than the gospel itself, is 
false and dangerous.
 
How dangerous is the sentiment I am opposing. My 
hearers, it may be so mischievous as to have misled 
some of you. I solemnly warn you, though you have 
been professors of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for 
twenty years, if your reason for believing in Christ 
lies in this, that you have felt 
the terrors of the law; that you 
have been alarmed, and have 
been convinced; if your own 
experience be your warrant for 
believing in Christ, it is a false 
reason, and you are really rely-
ing upon your experience and 
not upon Christ: and mark you, 
if you rely upon your frames 
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and feelings, nay, if you rely upon your communion with 
Christ, in any degree whatever, you are as certainly a 
lost sinner as though you relied upon oaths and blas-
phemies; you shall no more be able to enter heaven, 
even by the works of the Spirit—and this is using strong 
language—than by your own works; for Christ, and 
Christ alone, is the foundation, and “other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
Take care of resting in your own experience. 

2. But now, POSITIVELY, and as the negative part has 
been positive enough, we will be brief here. The gospel 
command is a sufficient warrant for a sinner to believe 
in Jesus Christ. The words of our text imply this—”This 
is the commandment.” My brethren, do you want any 
warrant for doing a thing better than God’s command 
to do it? Surely the Lord’s Word is enough.
 
Brethren, the command to believe in Christ must be 
the sinner’s warrant, if you consider the nature of our 
commission. “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” Those who preach you 
must feel something before you can believe must have 
a different commission, “preach the gospel to every 

regenerate person, to ev-
ery convinced sinner, to 
every sensible soul.” But 
it is not so; it is to “every 
creature.” But unless the 
warrant be a something in 
which every creature can 
take a share, there is no 
such thing as consistently 
preaching it to every crea-
ture. Why, surely, if I am 
not to sow the good seed 
on the stony places and 
among the thorns, I had 
better give up being a 

sower, and take to plowing, or some other work. When 
the apostles went to Macedonia or Achaia, they ought 
not to have commenced with preaching Christ; they 
should have preached up qualifications, emotions, and 
sensations, if these are the preparations for Jesus; but 
I find that Paul, whenever he stands up, has nothing to 
preach but “Christ, and him crucified.” Repentance is 

preached as a gift from the exalted Savior, but it is never 
as the cause or preparation for believing on Jesus. These 
two graces are born together, and live with a common 
life—beware of making one a foundation for the other.  
I have read with some degree of attention a book to 
which I owe much for this present discourse—a book, by 
Abraham Booth, called “Glad Tidings to Perishing Sin-
ners.” I have never heard any one cast a suspicion upon 
Abraham Booth’s soundness; on the contrary, he has 
been generally considered as one of the most orthodox of 
the divines of the last generation. If you want my views 
in full, read his book. If you need something more, let me 
say, among all the bad things which his revilers have laid 
to his door, I have never heard any one blame William 
Huntingdon for not being high enough in doctrine. 
Now, William Huntingdon prefaced in his lifetime a 
book by Saltmarsh, with which he was greatly pleased; 
and the marrow of its teaching is just this, in his own 
words, “The only ground for any to believe is, he is 
faithful that hath promised, not anything in them-
selves, for this is the commandment, That ye believe 
on his Son Jesus Christ.” Now, if William Huntingdon 
himself printed such a book as that, I marvel how 
the followers of either William Huntingdon or Abraham 
Booth, how men calling themselves Calvinistic divines 
and high Calvinists, can advocate what is not free grace, 
but a legal, graceless system of qualifications and prepara-
tions. I might here quote Crisp, who is pat to the point and a 
high doctrine man too. I mention neither Booth nor 
Huntingdon as authorities upon the subject, to the law 
and to the testimony we must go; but I do mention them 
to show that men holding strong views on election and 
predestination yet did see it to be consistent to preach 
the gospel to sinners as sinners—nay, felt that it was 
inconsistent to preach the gospel in any other way.

Sinner, whoever you may be, God now commands you 
to believe in Jesus Christ. This is his commandment: he 
does not command you to feel anything, or be anything, 
to prepare thyself for this. You cannot say, “I have no 
right.” You have a perfect right to do what God tells 
you to do. You cannot tell me you are not fit; there is no 
fitness wanted, the command is given and it is yours to 
obey, not to dispute. It is so delightful a thing to accept 
a perfect salvation, to be saved by precious blood and to 
be married to so bright a Savior, that I would fain hope 
the Holy Spirit has led you to cry, “Lord, I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief.”
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The Nature of Saving Faith

By: A. W. Pink

There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death (Proverbs 14:12), 
has a far wider application than to merely those who are resting on something of or from themselves to 
secure a title to everlasting bliss. Equally wrong is it to imagine that the only deceived souls there are, are 

they who have no faith in Christ.
There is in Christendom today a very large number of people who have been taught that nothing the sinner can 
do will ever merit the esteem of God. They have been informed, and rightly so, that the highest moral achieve-
ments of the natural man are only “filthy rags” in the sight of the thrice holy God. They have heard quoted so 
often such passages as,

“by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9); 

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us” 
(Titus 3:5),

that they have become thoroughly convinced that Heaven cannot be attained by any doings of the creature. Further, 
they have been told so often that Christ alone can save any sinner, this has become a settled creed, from which 
neither man nor Devil can shake them. So far so good.

That large company to which we are now referring have also been taught that while Christ is the only Way unto 
the Father, yet He becomes so only as faith is personally exercised in and upon Him: that He only becomes our 
Savior when we believe on Him. During the last twenty-five years, almost the whole emphasis of “Gospel preach-
ing” has been thrown upon faith in Christ, and evangelistic efforts have been almost entirely confined to getting 
people to “believe” on the Lord Jesus. Apparently there has been great success: thousands upon thousands have 
responded; have, as they suppose, accepted Christ as their own personal Savior. Yet we wish to point out here 
that it is as serious an error to suppose that all who “believe in Christ” are saved, as it is to conclude that only 
those are deceived (and are described in Proverbs 30:12) who have no faith in Christ.

No one can read the New Testament attentively without discovering that there is a “believing” in Christ which 
does not save. In John 8:30 we are told, “As He spake these words, many believed on Him,” mark carefully it 
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is not merely said “many believed in Him,” but “many 
believed on Him.” Nevertheless, one does not have to 
read much farther on in the chapter to discover that 
those very people were unregenerate and unsaved 
souls. In John 5:44 we find the Lord telling these very 
“believers” that they were of their father the Devil; 
and in John 5:59 we find them taking up stones to cast 
at Him. This has presented a real difficulty unto some; 
yet it ought not. They created their own difficulty, by 
supposing that faith in Christ necessarily saves. It does 
not. There is a faith in Christ which saves, and there is 
also a faith in Christ which does not save.

Yes, there is a faith in Christ, which saves; but there is a 
faith in Christ which does not save. From this statement 
probably few will dissent, yet many will be inclined to 
weaken it by saying, That faith in Christ which does 
not save is merely an historical faith, or, where there 
is a believing about Christ instead of believing in Him. 
Not so. That there are those who mistake an historical 
faith about Christ, for a saving faith in Christ, we do 
not deny; but what we would here emphasize, is the 
solemn fact that there are also some who have more than 
an historical faith, more than a mere head knowledge 
about Him, who yet have a faith which comes short of 
being a quickening and saving one. Not only are there 
some with this non-saving faith, but today there are vast 
numbers of such all around us. They are a people who 
furnish the antitypes of those who were represented 
and illustrated in O.T. times by those who believed in, 
rested on, leaned upon, relied upon the Lord, but who 
were, nevertheless, unsaved souls.

What, then, does saving faith consist of? In seeking 
to answer this question our present object is not only 
to supply a Scriptural definition, but one which, at the 
same time, differentiates it from a non-saving faith. 
Nor is this any easy task, for the two things often have 
much in common: that faith in Christ which does not 
save, has in it more than one element or ingredient of 
that which does vitally unite the soul to Him. Those 
pitfalls, which the writer must now seek to avoid, are 
the unduly discouraging of real saints on the one hand 
by raising the standard higher than Scripture has raised 
it; and encouraging unregenerate professors on the other 
hand, by so lowering the standard as to include them. 
We do not wish to withhold from the people of God 
their legitimate portion; nor do we want to commit the 
sin of taking the children’s bread and casting it to the 

dogs. May the Holy Spirit Himself deign to guide us 
into the Truth.

Unbelief has both a passive and active, a negative and a 
positive side, and therefore the Greek noun is rendered 
both by “unbelief” (Romans 11:20; Hebrews 4:6, 11), 
and “disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2; 5:6), and the verb 
by “believed not” (Hebrews 3:18; 11:31) and “obey 
not” (1 Peter 3:1; 4:17). A few concrete examples will 
make this plainer.

Take the case of Adam. There was something more than 
a mere negative failing to believe God’s solemn threat 
that in the day He should eat of the forbidden fruit he 
would surely die: “by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners” (Romans 5:19). Nor did the heinous-
ness of our first parent’s sin consist in listening to the 
lie of the Serpent for 1 Timothy 2:14 expressly declares 
“Adam was not deceived.” No, he was determined to 
have his own way, no matter what God had prohibited 
and threatened. Thus, the very first case of unbelief in 
human history consisted not only in negatively failing to 
take to heart what God had so clearly and so solemnly 
said, but also in a deliberate defiance of and rebellion 
against Him.

Take the case of Israel in the wilderness. Concerning 
them it is said,

“They could not enter in (the promised 
land) because of unbelief” (Hebrews 
3:19).

Now exactly what do those words signify? Do they mean 
that Canaan was missed by them because of their failure 
to appropriate the promise of God? Yes, for a “promise” 
of entering was “left” them, but it was not “mixed with 
faith in them that heard it” (Hebrews 4:1 ,2)—God had 
declared that the seed of Abraham should inherit that 
land which flowed with milk and honey, and it was the 
privilege of that generation which was delivered from 
Egypt to lay hold of and apply that promise to them-
selves. But they did not. Yet that is not all! There was 
something far worse: there was another element in their 
unbelief which is usually lost sight of nowadays— they 
were openly disobedient against God. When the spies 
brought back a sample of the goodly grapes, and Joshua 
urged them to go up and possess the land, they would 
not. Accordingly Moses declared,
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“Notwithstanding ye would not go up, 
but rebelled against the commandment 
of the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 
1:26).

Ah, there is the positive side of their unbelief: they were 
self-willed, disobedient, defiant.

Consider now the case of that generation of Israel which 
was in Palestine when the Lord Jesus appeared among 
them as a

“Minister of the circumcision for the 
truth of God” (Romans 15:8).

John 1:11 informs us, “He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not,” which as the next verse defines, 
“they believed” Him not. But is that all? Were they guilty 
of nothing more than a failure to assent to His teaching 
and trust in His person? Nay, verily: that was merely the 
negative side of their unbelief. Positively, they “hated” 
Him (John 15:25), and would “not come to” Him (John 
5:40). His holy demands suited not their fleshly desires, 
and therefore they said, “We will not have this man to 
reign over us” (Luke 19:14). Thus, their unbelief too, 
consisted in the spirit of self-will and open defiance, a 
determination to please themselves at all costs.

Unbelief is not simply an infirmity of fallen human 
nature, but is a heinous crime. Scripture everywhere 
attributes it to love of sin, obstinacy of will, hardness 
of heart. Unbelief has its root in a depraved nature, in 
a mind which is enmity against God. Love of sin is the 
immediate cause of unbelief:

“And this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil” (John 3:19).

Saving faith, then is the opposite of damning unbelief. 
Both issue from the heart: unbelief, from a heart that 
is alienated from God, which is in a state of rebellion 
against Him; saving faith, from a heart which is rec-
onciled to Him and so has ceased to fight against Him. 
Thus, an essential element or ingredient in saving 
faith is a yielding to the authority of God, a submit-
ting of myself to His rule. It is very much more than my 
understanding assenting and my will consenting to the 
fact that Christ is a Savior for sinners, and that He stands 
ready to receive all who trust in Him. To be received by 

Christ, I must not only come to Him renouncing all my 
own righteousness (Romans 10:3), as an empty-handed 
beggar (Matthew 19:21), but I must also forsake my 
self-will and rebellion against Him (Psalm 2:11,12; 
Proverbs 28:13). Should an insurrectionist and sedition-
ist come to an earthly king seeking his sovereign favor 
and pardon, then, obviously, the very law of his coming 
to him for forgiveness, requires that he should come 
on his knees, laying aside his hostility. So it is with a 
sinner who really comes savingly to Christ for pardon; 
it is against the law of faith to do otherwise.

Saving faith is a genuine coming to Christ: Matthew 28; 
John 6:37, etc. But let us take care that we do not miss 
the clear and inevitable implication of this term. If I say, 
“I came to the U.S.A.,” then I necessarily indicate that I 
left some other country to get here. Thus it is in “com-
ing” to Christ: something has to be left. The prodigal 
son could not come to his father while he remained in 
the far country. Dear reader, if you are still following a 
course of self-pleasing, you are only deceiving yourself 
if you think you have come to Christ.

Saving faith consists of the complete surrender of my 
whole being and life to the claims of God upon me:

“But first gave their own selves to the 
Lord” (2 Corinthians 8:5).

It is the unreserved acceptance of Christ as my absolute 
Lord, bowing to His will and receiving His yoke. Pos-
sibly someone may object, Then why are Christians 
exhorted as they are in Romans 12:1? We answer, all 
such exhortations are simply a calling on them to con-
tinue as they began:

“As ye have therefore received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him” 
(Colossians 2:6).

Until the ungodly are willing to forsake the world for 
Christ, until they have resolved to come under His 
government—for such to depend upon Him for pardon 
and life is not faith, but blatant presumption; it is but 
to add insult to injury. And for one such to take His 
holy name upon his polluted lips and profess to be His 
follower, is the most terrible blasphemy, and comes 
perilously nigh to committing that sin for which there 
is no forgiveness. Alas, alas, that modern evangelism 
is encouraging and producing just such hideous and 
Christ-dishonoring monstrosities.
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