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From The Editor
Dear Reader,

The subject of revival is still burning in my heart. In fact, I believe it is burning more now than 
when I sat down and wrote to you in my last letter from the editor. Many of God’s people are living 
in a miserable state simply because they do not believe the truth of who they are in Christ, nor are 
they trusting the Holy Spirit of grace to empower them. The saddest thing about it is most of them 
are not too terribly bothered by it. Many don’t even know it should and can be different.

The story is told that John Wesley was riding his horse when he realized that days had passed in 
which he had suffered no persecution. Not a brick or an egg had been thrown at him for three days. 
Alarmed, he stopped his horse, and exclaimed, “Can it be that I have sinned and am backslidden?”

Wesley got off his horse and went down on his knees interceding with God to show him where, if 
any, he had sinned.

A despiteful sinner on the other side of the hedge, hearing the prayer, looked across and recognized 
the preacher. “I’ll fix that Methodist preacher,” he said, taking a brick and tossing it over at him. It 
missed its mark and fell harmlessly beside John.

Wesley then leaped to his feet, joyfully exclaiming, “Thank God, it’s all right. I still have His presence.”

Wesley knew that if he had not been persecuted, it was because he was too much like the world 
and not enough like the Savior. Another notable saint, John Calvin, said that Christians need 
continual repentance:

Therefore, I think he has profited greatly who has learned to be very much displeased with 
himself, not so as to stick fast in this mire and progress no farther, but rather to hasten to God 
and yearn for him in order that, having been engrafted into the life and death of Christ, he 
may give attention to continual repentance. 

Why the need of continual repentance? Because we all have leaky hearts. What do I mean by, 
“leaky hearts”? It’s a way to explain the soul’s inability to constantly contain the glory of God. 
God may pour great grace into us, but because of remaining corruption, the power will eventually 
subside. It is the same principle of God’s provision of manna. Daily they needed to replenish 
their supply and could not live on yesterday’s supply. We need fresh supplies of God’s help and 
renewal. In addition, one sin can grieve the Spirit and quench His influence. Therefore, we need 
repentance to continue. In Romania, evangelical Christians are distinguished from others who 
profess to be Christian by the term “repenters.” They are known by their continual repentance over 
sin. May believers in America become known as “repenters!” And may the Lord bless you with a 
fresh encounter of His presence.

Heartily yours, 
S. Michael Durham
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In our previous article titled “The Evidences of the 
Need for Revival,” I gave the telltale signs of a 
believer or a church in need of spiritual renewal. 
As I have made the case in previous articles, this 

is what revival is, a spiritual renewal. It’s a return to 
spiritual health. Revival is not the same thing as a spiritual 
awakening, which is a supernatural, extraordinary 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, leading to hundreds, if not 
thousands, being ushered into the kingdom of God.



Revival is just what the word’s etymology states. It 
is to revitalize, to renew, or to bring back something 
to its original state of health and vitality. Sadly, the 
word revival has been used interchangeably with the 
word awakening so often that the two words have 
come to mean the same thing. For example, Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones defined revival the same way you would 
an awakening. He said, “A revival, by definition, is the 
mighty act of God and it is a sovereign act of God. It is 
as independent as that. Man can do nothing. God, and 
God alone, does it.”1  Lloyd-Jones is absolutely right 
in what he had in mind. For him, the word revival was 
this unusually powerful manifestation of God’s power 
that changed villages, towns, and even nations. He 
was four years old when the great Welsh awakening 
of 1904-05 occurred. It was truly a remarkable display 
of the sovereignty of God in moving thousands of 
men and women to repent. Although Lloyd-Jones was 
too young to recall the event, he grew up seeing and 
hearing some of its results. But to call it a revival is 
not adequate and very confusing.

The problem is the word revival is used both to speak 
of personal renewal and these awesome phenomena 
called awakenings. Therefore, when you say a revival 
is a sovereign act of God and man has nothing to do 
with it, many are confused. They know their own walk 
with God is in need of revival, but they assume they 
can do nothing about it since revival is a work of God 
alone. They remain stagnant and enjoy far less of God 
than they could.

In defense of Lloyd-Jones, he was responding to the 
“Finneyism” of his day that’s still present with us. Charles 
Finney was an evangelist, pastor, and college president 
whose ministry spanned the years 1824-1875. Finney 
was leader of what was then called the “new measures.” 
He preached you could ensure a great move of God by 
using his new methods. He called men and women to 
make public decisions to become Christians, employing 
“enquiry” or “anxious seats,” better known as the altar call. 
Finney also called these campaigns revivals. In 1828, in the 
city of Philadelphia, it was reported that 5,000 people were 

converted under Finney’s preaching. Years later, Finney 
compiled his methods for these major evangelistic meetings 
and called the book Lectures on Revivals on Religion. The 
book became an instant success at home and abroad. He 
argued that any preacher and church could experience a 
great “revival” if they followed his technique.

It is important to know that Finney was not advocating 
a Christian’s personal renewal or even corporate 
repentance and return to first love. Finney’s revival 
goal was something much larger. It was purely a means 
to evangelize the lost to the point that it would usher 
in the millennial age. He said, “If the Church will do 
all her duty, the millennium may come in this country 
in three years . . . If the Church would do all her duty, 
she would soon complete the triumph of religion in 
the world.”2

Unfortunately, Finney’s new measures were greatly 
received and within his lifetime they became the 
standard methodology for evangelism. The problem of 
his methods lay in their origins. They were the product 
of his wrong, if not heretical, doctrinal positions. He 
believed human ability was not ruined by the fall. Man 
was very much capable of choosing Christ without any 
divine intervention. He said, “[Sinners] are under the 
necessity of first changing their hearts, or their choice 
of an end . . . to make themselves a new heart.”3 Sadly 
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and ruinously, many within evangelicalism then, and 
now, accepted Finney’s belief. Man can choose at any 
time to become a Christian, because according to this 
new evangelicalism, man has the ability to change his 
mind and heart. Sin has not so ruined the sinner that he 
cannot will his way out of jeopardy. In the end, man 
becomes his own savior. To believe man’s problem is 
within reach of man’s solving is the real problem. The 
Bible states unequivocally salvation is not in man’s 
hands, but in God’s. Man is “dead in trespasses and sins 
. . . having no hope” (Ephesians 2:1, 12).

Martyn Lloyd-Jones saw “Finneyism” as the enemy to 
true revival, defining revival as a great ingathering of 
sinners. And he was right. Powerful and extraordinary 
movements of the Holy Spirit such as occurred on the 
Hebrides Islands 1949 through 1953 or the First Great 
Awakening of America are not determined by following 
some prescribed course. They were sovereign works of a 
mighty God, as Lloyd-Jones proclaimed. To preach that 
men can work up some incredible movement leading to 
many converts is to take the supernatural right out of 
it. To remove the supernatural is to remove God from 
the equation. Lloyd-Jones saw in his day what we are 
seeing in our day. Men create emotional environments 
that lead people to make emotionally charged decisions. 
But these decisions lack the moral power to transform. 
The sad result is men and women remain unchanged 

in heart and character. False converts override church 
memberships. Yet, true church life they have no taste 
for. Many a church house has become a playhouse for 
people’s flesh, since it takes appealing to the flesh to get 
these so-called converts to attend. It has brought great 
harm to the biblical understanding of Christianity.

We, as Martyn Lloyd-Jones, should decry this revivalism 
that has taken a terrible toll on Christendom. However, 
to call genuine, sovereign-wrought, Holy Spirit 
outpourings awakenings, and also revivals, is where 
the confusion comes. We need some way to distinguish 
these extraordinary operations of the Spirit from His 
normal work of renewing and restoring a believer who 
has spiritually declined. If not, then true believers may 
continue in spiritual lethargy, thinking there is nothing 
for them to do. How many Christians believe their 
meager Christianity is the best it will be until they arrive 
beyond heaven’s gates? I fear way too many.

The habit of calling powerful supernatural moves of God 
revivals is deeply entrenched in church history, at least 
the last several hundred years. It is rather doubtful that 
this article could make a difference, or this author will 
ever see it change. Professors will continue to stand in 
seminary classrooms and speak of the great revivals of 
church history. Pastors will go on scheduling protracted 
meetings, longing that a mighty revival will happen. 
Evangelists will preach with passion calling for another 
great revival that will change a nation. We have so 
associated the word revival with the spectacular so that 
a return to the word’s true meaning is quite doubtful. 

Having conceded that, we still need to address the issue 
of personal revival and find biblical balance. Many of the 
symptoms from my last article describe many Christians. 
And I only named a few of the indicators of a saint of 
God in need of revival. But as it stands now, in much of 
Christendom, you basically have two options. You either 
believe in the revivalism of Finney and leave the entire 
task of personal revival to a matter of your will; or you 
merely hope that God will sovereignly move on your 
behalf because it is completely out of your hands.

The Work Of Revival



I reject out of hand the notion that I can simply return 
to God on my own unaided by the Spirit. It is not true, 
whatsoever, that I can waltz into the presence of God 
by the mediation of someone’s twelve steps. Methods 
or means are not the issue. Yes, God uses means, but it 
is wrong to think methods are the key. 

The key is God. It is He that is saving me from my 
sin and not me saving myself. The promise of the 
New Covenant is a unilateral covenant, meaning 
the obligation of the covenant is one-sided. God has 
obligated the responsibility of initiation in the New 
Covenant to Himself. The “I wills” are impressive as 
you read Ezekiel 36:25-27.

Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you 
shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your 
filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a 
new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will 
take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you 
and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will 
keep My judgments and do them.

Our salvation from start to finish is the work of our gracious 
and sovereign God. His love for us is an unprecedented 
love. Nothing precedes it; He loves us for His own sake 
without any contribution from us. To suggest that a 
person can come to God by mere human choice alone is 
not only silly, it’s sacrilegious. It completely removes the 
unprecedented love of God, which is necessary and must 
precede our love for Him. Behind every responsible act 
of submission to God you will find God. He is the first 
cause, including repentance and faith.

An opposite view to Finney-style revivalism, but just 
as wrong, is a mistaken view of God’s sovereignty 
that renders man entirely passive. If I were to take the 
suggestion of many I would hope for revival but could 
do nothing to experience it. All I could do is long and 
occasionally pray that the sovereignty of God would 
allow the hand of God to do what the heart of God 
desires. How nonsensical!

Surely He desires His people to walk in victory and 
not defeat, in holiness and not sin. But what keeps 
His hand from dispensing what His heart wants? Does 
not the word sovereign mean the Lord has the ability 
to do anything, and that He reigns over all things? If 
He has the power to grant revival to His children, then 
what keeps Him from doing so? Is it His will that they 
languish in sin and defeat? Does He not command us to 
walk in the Spirit and thereby not fulfill the lust of the 
flesh? The problem doesn’t seem to be a lack of desire 
on God’s part.

Is it possible we have mistaken the sovereignty of 
God to also mean human passivity? Could it be 
our sovereign God has chosen to give His children 
certain responsibilities, and if we decline those 
responsibilities negative consequences will happen? 
I think so. Heaven is going to be very surprising for a 
lot of us. We will discover that we cheated ourselves 
of many blessings while hiding under the cloak 
of God’s sovereignty. We will see we should have 
experienced more of God’s grace and power, but we 
did not because we believed not. 

He has promised His life lived out in us. He has given 
us everything we need to live holy and fruitful lives. 
If I am not experiencing the life of Christ in practical 
ways, then the fault is mine and not God’s. And if the 
fault is mine, then responsibility is mine also. 

“ “
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He has promised His life lived out in us. He has given 
us everything we need to live holy and fruitful lives. If I 
am not experiencing the life of Christ in practical ways, 
then the fault is mine and not God’s. And if the fault is 
mine, then responsibility is mine also. 

This wrong view of the sovereignty of God fails to understand 
that although God has guaranteed we will walk in His statutes 
and will keep His judgments, God does not work without 
means. I’m not contradicting what I said earlier. Means or 
methods are not the key, but neither are they eliminated and 
of no concern. God will not repent for us. He does not believe 
for us. His Spirit works as a Great Influencer in our hearts, but 
our agency to choose is not denied or circumvented. Rather, 
He moves upon our will with motives that we can choose 
rightly because we do desire righteousness. In this way, I am 
still active and not passive. And besides, if God has already 
written upon my new heart His laws, then shouldn’t there 
be an inner inclination to obey? Do I need another directive, 
another word, and another command besides the directives, 
words and commands already given in the word of God?

I think this is the culprit behind the problem. Many good and 
sound Christians do not take the written commands of God 
as seriously as they should. They are a little too mystical on 
the subject of revival. The Bible is clear; if I am in spiritual 
decline I am to repent. I don’t need some other confirmation 
or impression to lead me to obey this command. I should 
cry out to God believing His promise, not just to forgive, but 
that He would help me to be restored and renewed. 

Could it be that the Holy Spirit is active in calling a believer to 
repentance, but the believer fails to recognize the work of the 
Spirit because they do not have some fuzzy feeling? In other 
words, because they do not have a warm feeling, or have some 
experience, or see some spectacular act of God, they do not 
believe God requires anything of them. Recently, I heard a man 
say that he knew his sin was wrong, but God hadn’t convicted 
him of it yet. Are we to think it is all right to continue in sin until 
God comes with His bright spotlight and surprises us in the 
very act? What kind of holiness is that?

Timothy is commanded by Paul to take heed to himself 
and his doctrine. Does that mean Timothy could “chill” 
until he got a holy chill? Could he leave off guarding 

his heart until God impressed his heart to do so? Not 
hardly! The author of Hebrews directs us to pursue 
holiness with the warning that if we don’t we will not 
see the Lord. Should we postpone our pursuit until 
driven by the Spirit like a wagon master drives a team 
of horses? No! Preposterous! Do you see the complete 
foolishness of it all? Do you act the fool waiting for 
God to revive your soul? True, it is God who revives the 
soul, but He has given us some responsibility, namely 
to come to Him in humble and desperate dependency.  

Here is one of the promises He extends, “Draw nigh 
to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double 
minded” (James 4:8). If I am in need of revival, it is my 
responsibility to draw near to God; and in response to my 
drawing near, the Lord will draw near me. How simple 
is that? Please don’t tell me, “Oh yes, but it is God who 
is drawing you to come near in the first place.” I am not 
suggesting anything different. Absolutely behind any 
believer’s devotion, love, and obedience you will find 
the grace of God already at work. Isn’t that the point of 
Philippians 2:12-13?

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, 
not as in my presence only, but now much more 
in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you 
both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

It is always God at work in our work. God at work does 
not exempt us from labor. What does that practically 
mean? Passively wait until you feel something in your 
heart before you start to work? Not according to the 
New Testament. 

If you do not feel your heart desiring to draw near to 
God, you should be concerned. James says you should 
mourn your drifting heart. Are you content to remain 
this way as you wait indefinitely? If yes, then your 
problem is worse than needing revival. You are in need 
of regeneration, for you are still lost in your sin! 

The Work Of Revival
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Do you want to experience revival? Well then, be revived! Too simple? Too humanistic? Not if revival is what I 
have defined it—“nothing more than a recovery of true Christianity. It is a return to normal Christian living. This 
is revival—living the Christian life as God intends.” (The Expositor, Fall 2009, p. 5).

If I am in a state of spiritual decline, I do not have stay there. I can come out it. What is required? Repentance. 
The Lord Jesus confronted the backslidden churches of Ephesus and Laodicea in the book of Revelation. He 
commanded them to repent. For Ephesus the command had three segments: remember, repent, and let love 
produce obedience.

“Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you 
quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent” (Revelation 2:5).

The Laodicean church’s command was laced with imagery:

“I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you 
may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, 
that you may see” (Revelation 3:18). 

The imagery is explained in verse 19, “ . . . be zealous and repent.”  Repentance is the method of returning to 
spiritual vitality. And the return to spiritual vitality is revival. Must we wait for spiritual health to return? Are we 
to passively say, “When God is ready, I will be revived.” No, we are commanded to arise from our doldrums and 
seek the face of a God who will mercifully revive us. We are to come boldly to a throne of mercy to receive the 
grace we need. To not come is disobedience. To resign to spiritual decline is irresponsible. To passively wait and 
say that’s God’s will is wicked. He has already said what His will is—repent now!

The Scriptures speak. They need no one to affirm or confirm their validity. If we are not experiencing daily the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit, then no one is to blame but ourselves. And if we are in this place of spiritual dryness, 
then we are commanded by Scripture to take responsibility and depend upon the One who can revive our sagging 
hearts. This is the work of revival. Who knows but God—your obedience to repent and be revived might lead to 
a sovereign and supernatural work of God to awaken a multitude.

1 Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Revival, (Wheaton, Crossway Books, 1987), 112.

2 Charles Finney, Lectures on Revivals of Religion, p. 346.

3 Charles Finney, Systematic Theology, p. 249

The Work Of Revival
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The uniting of 
God’s people in 
corporate worship 
is of crucial 

importance to the life of the 
church. What takes place 
during this time should 
prepare the way for God to 
visit His people in revival. 
It is possible, however, that 
what occurs in the worship 
service of the church may 
actually be a hindrance to 
revival. How can this be 
true? Let’s look at several 
ways revival may be 
hindered by what we do, or 
don’t do, in our services.

The Worship Service:
A Hindrance or a Highway 

For Revival
By Ron Owens



A Misunderstanding of What It Means To Worship

The word worship has numerous connotations in 
today’s churches. This in itself has resulted in many of 
the problems we face. In order to truly worship God, as 
He desires to be worshiped, we must understand what 

worship is from His perspective. We must 
allow His Word to give us a true definition 
of worship. 

The primary word used in the Old Testament 
for worship is the Hebrew word shachah. 
In each of its 170 uses, it has the same 

meaning: to prostrate oneself, to bow down or stoop. 
In the New Testament, the Greek word for worship, 
proskuneo, has virtually the same meaning: to crouch, 
prostrate oneself, to kiss the hand, do reverence, to 
adore. True worship, therefore, must begin with a heart 
attitude of bowing or prostrating oneself in adoration 
and reverence before the One Who is being worshiped. 
In many instances there may be a physical expression 
of worship as well.

Today, we see very little of this attitude of stooping, of 
humbling oneself in worship. Instead, it would appear 
that the church is spending an inordinate amount of 
time standing and celebrating. Although both worship 

and celebration should be part of the life of the church, 
there is a significant difference between the two. In 
worship, there is a sense of awe and reverence for 
who God is. He is the focus of worship. In celebration, 
we rejoice and enjoy what God does, or has done. 
In actuality, the truest celebration springs from a 
worshiping heart. There is obviously a place for 
celebration in the life of the church, but it ought never 
to replace worshiping God!

In today’s church climate, with its focus on celebration 
rather than worship, an unbeliever or backsliding 
Christian can actually feel “at home” and enjoy himself 
or herself in many of our services. In true worship, 
however, when the focus is on God, a sinner will not 
feel “at home.” In God’s presence, sin is revealed. A 
sinner will be faced with his sin and his need to repent.   

There is no record of revival beginning among a people 
who were always celebrating, but never worshiping. 
The record, however, is full of those times when God 
came in revival blessing while His children were on 
their faces before Him. God’s requirements have not 
changed: “if My people . . . will humble themselves” 
(2 Chron. 7:14).
 
Seeing Worship as a Means to an End, Rather Than 
an End in Itself

Our drive to evangelize and our desire to grow 
numerically have led us to “use” worship as a tool 
to reach the lost. We have gone so far as to turn our 
worship services, as opposed to evangelistic services, 
into “seeker-friendly” meetings, so the world will feel 
at home when they come into the house of God. We 
should always be sensitive to the unsaved, but nowhere 
in Scripture are we told to accommodate the world in 
what God calls the believer to offer to Him. 

Worship, as we find it in Scripture, is the exclusive 
right, privilege, and responsibility of the child of God. 
It is spiritually impossible for an unbeliever to worship. 

10
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“And they bowed their heads and 
worshiped the Lord with their 
faces to the ground.” (Neh. 8:6b)

 

“And the twenty-four elders fell 
down and worshiped Him who lives 
forever and ever.” (Rev. 5:14b)



The prevailing idea that the church needs to sound like 
the world in order to win the world demonstrates a 
serious misunderstanding of what church really is. It 
demonstrates more concern with what the world thinks 
than with what God thinks. 

There is one fundamental reason why the living God 
wants His people to assemble in worship: that is, 
to ascribe to Him the worth and value that are His, 
individually and as a body, and to present their bodies 
as living sacrifices. Worshiping God is not a means to 
an end; it is an end in itself!

Missing Ingredients in Worship

In some churches, the vital elements of worship are 
being omitted from the service because so much time 
is being taken for other things. What are these “vital 
elements” of worship? Let’s begin with prayer. Jesus 
said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer” 
(Mark 11:17), yet prayer is not central in so many of 
our modern day services. 

In our travels, I have sometimes checked the amount of 
time churches actually spend praying in their worship 
services. At one point, four out of five spent more time 
welcoming the visitors than all their praying combined. 
Two out of those five spent more time making the 
announcements than in prayer. Recently, in one of the 
largest churches in our land, a total of forty-five seconds 
was actually spent in prayer, while ten minutes were 
given to a humorous Sunday School promotion.

Another vital element of worship missing from our 
services is the reading of Scripture. How often have 
you heard an entire chapter of God’s Word read in a 

worship service? The Apostle Paul instructed Timothy 
to give attention to the public reading of Scripture (1 
Tim. 4:13). We, too, need to heed this instruction. 

When Man Sees the Pulpit as “his” Stage. 

We live in a society that craves entertainment. 
Sadly, this desire to be entertained has 
gained more than a foothold in the church. 
By design, many of our church buildings 
have become theaters. What was once called 
the “pulpit area” has now become known as 
the “stage” for “religious performing.” This 
is true both in preaching and in music.

There is no place in a worship service for entertainment. 
The people are not in need of seeing how clever man is, 
but how holy God is. They need an encounter with Him. 
Yet so often a congregation leaves more impressed with 
the singer than with the Savior; more impressed with the 
personality of the preacher than with the power of the 
Holy Spirit. In entertainment the focus is on man, while 
in worship the focus is always on God. Today it seems 
that, especially in the world of “Christian music,” God 
is often being used to display man’s talent, rather than 
man’s talent being used to display God. We must strive 
with all our being to keep the congregation’s focus 
where it needs to be. God, after all, is our “audience” in 
worship. It is His approval that we are to seek. We must 
continually remind ourselves of this:

It matters not if the world has heard, or approves, 
or understands. The only applause we’re meant 
to seek is the applause of nail-scarred hands.

11
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In entertainment the focus is on man, while in worship the 
focus is always on God. Today it seems that, especially in 
the world of Christian music, God is often being used to 
display man’s talent, rather than man’s talent being 
used to display God.
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Insensitivity to What the Holy Spirit is Doing in 
a Service

It is extremely important that those of us involved 
in worship leadership remain open and sensitive 
to the working of the Holy Spirit when we are 
leading the church in worship. The pushing of our 
own agenda can quickly hinder what God is doing 
at a particular moment in a service. Let’s look at 
some specific examples involving different areas 
of leadership. 

Imagine a point in a service when something has taken 
place that has unquestionably led the congregation to 
a serious evaluation of their lives in light of God’s 
holiness. The people’s hearts have been deeply 
moved. The choir is scheduled to sing next, but they 
have planned to sing a rhythmic, upbeat version of 
“Blessed Assurance.” There is nothing wrong with 
the song, but the timing is not right. Music Director, 
what do you do? Do you just go ahead and do what 
you have planned, or do you adjust and have the 
congregation sing a hymn or chorus that is in the 
flow of what is happening? How often I have seen 
the Spirit of God quenched by the wrong music. 
A soloist or choir may be scheduled to sing, but if 
what is planned would turn the people’s focus away 
from what God is doing, it would be better not to do 
anything. There are times when the best thing that 
could happen is silence. 

Organists, pianists, and musicians must also be 
sensitive to what is going on in a service. If, for 
instance, the service has closed with a deep sense 
of conviction, they must be careful what they play 
for a postlude. The focus can so quickly be turned 
away from God and what He has been doing, 
and turned toward themselves and their music by 
playing some boisterous number. Sometimes it 
may be best to just continue quietly playing the 
commitment hymn.
Many times I’ve seen the Holy Spirit grieved by a pastor 

who, after God has spoken deeply through special music 
or in the corporate worship of the congregation, gets up 
and tells a funny story in order to “get his audience.” 
What has really happened is that the pastor has drawn 
the focus away from God and toward himself. Worship 
has been hindered.

We must remember that those who are part of the 
worship leadership will either help or hinder what God 
wants to accomplish in the service. We must be careful 
not to quench or grieve the Holy Spirit by being “out of 
the Spirit.” 

Substituting “Adrenaline Highs” for the Holy Spirit 

Many in the Christian world seem unaware of the 
powerful effect music can have on the emotions. The 
secular world and the New-Age community are well 
aware of the adrenalin rush that can be produced by the 
continuous repetition of words and musical phrases. 

In his book, Adrenalin and Stress, Dr. Archibald Hart 
points out that adrenalin addiction is just as real as 
an addiction to drugs. He shows how this happens 
within the context of some worship styles. In many 
of our churches today we have mistaken “adrenalin 
highs,” produced by constant musical repetition, for the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. 

In our day, when so much emphasis is placed on 
having an experience, people are open to deception. 
The “feeling” one may get from the constant mantra-
like repetition of choruses is not the Holy Spirit. 
When it becomes necessary for people to get a 
certain “feeling” when they worship, they may very 
well have become addicted to what the music does 
to them. The tragedy is that in such situations, the 
Lord’s manifest presence has departed, yet no one 
realizes it. That is exactly what was happening in 
Jeremiah, the second chapter, when not even the 
leaders were asking, “Where is the Lord?” 
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Offering what is Unacceptable to God

The presenting of offerings which are unacceptable to God is, and always has been, the fundamental hindrance 
to God’s blessing of His people. Numerous Scriptures record God’s dealing with His children because they were 
offering Him worship He could not accept. 

One example of this is in the book of Isaiah. In chapter one, we find Israel going through the motions 
of worship. Even though the people had all the outward appearances of “doing it right,” God turned 
His back on their sacrifices and prayers because their hearts were not His. The words He spoke to 
them should make us pause and think: “Bring no more futile sacrifices . . . When you spread out your 
hands, I will hide My eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not hear . . . Wash 
yourselves, make yourselves clean” (vs. 13-16).

It is not the outward excellence of the offering God looks for, it is the excellence of the heart. The sight and the 
sound of our offerings make no impression on heaven unless they are being lifted up with holy hands. No matter 
how beautiful they may be, the voices of unregenerate or backsliding church members are unacceptable to God. 

Yet our loving God still says to us, “Come now, let us reason together . . . Though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isa. 1:18). His words still call 
out to us as His people: “Return to Me, and I will return to You” (Mal. 3:7). 

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones once said that the most important and highest activity any company of God’s people 
could ever engage in is to offer Almighty God acceptable worship. Jesus said that the Father was looking for a 
people who would worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). Such a people prepare the way for revival.

Lord, may our worship services be a highway for Your presence, and not a hindrance.

Author 

Ron Owens, son of both Canada and Switzerland, has degrees in theology and music. He and his wife, Patricia, 
have written many songs, musical dramas and a hymnal. Owens has also authored a number of books including, 
Return to Worship, They Could Not Stop the Music, Worship: Believers Experiencing God, Manley Beasley: Man 
of Faith—Instrument of Revival, and IRIS: Trophy of Grace.
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A REVIVAL PROMISE
By C.H. Spurgeon

“For I will pour water 
on him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the 
dry ground; I will pour 
My Spirit on upon thy 
seed, And My blessing 
upon thine offspring” 
(Isaiah 44:3).

Photo by Elena Martinello



I have taken this text as one, which is full of 
encouragement, that we may be all moved with 
hope and excited with expectation. I shall handle 
it in this way. First, we have before us the great 

covenant blessing of the church; secondly, . . . we 
shall spend the rest of our time in speaking of the 
conduct which is consistent with the desire that this 
blessing, and its results, may come to us.
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In our text we have THE GREAT COVENANT 
BLESSING OF THE CHURCH. It is the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Whatever metaphor is used, this is the meaning 
of it. He is the refreshing, life-giving, fertilizing water, 
the living water of which Jesus spoke. The first promise 
of the text, “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground,” is explained by the 
second, “I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my 
blessing upon thine offspring.”

While speaking upon this, it is well for us to remember, 
first, that this blessing has been already given. We 
must never underrate the importance of the ascension 
of our Lord, and the gift of the Spirit, which followed 
thereupon. God forbid that we should think lightly of 
Pentecost: the Holy Ghost then descended, and we 
have no record that the Spirit has since ascended and 
departed from the church. He is the church’s perpetual 
heritage, and abideth with us ever. 

He is permanently resident in the midst of the church. 
But when are have received that truth, we may still 
go on to use the language which is very frequent 
among us, and pray for the outpouring of the Spirit. If 
the language be not exactly accurate, the meaning is 
most excellent. So far as any one assembly or person 
is concerned, we may request the Holy Spirit to be 
poured forth upon us in his gracious operations; we 
desire to see the Spirit of God working more mightily 
in the church; we long each one of us to be more 
completely subject to his influences, and more filled 

with his power, so that we may be full of faith and 
of the Holy Ghost. We want to see the Holy Spirit 
poured upon those who have it not; upon the dead in 
sin that they may be quickened, upon the desponding 
that they may be consoled, upon the ignorant that they 
may be illuminated, and upon seekers that they may 
find him who alone is our peace. We, being evil, give 
good gifts unto our children, and therefore we are 
persuaded that our heavenly Father will give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him. We do but enlarge upon the 
prayer of the apostolic benediction when we cry for 
the blessing peculiar to the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit 
that quickeneth, neither the letter of the word nor the 
energy of our manner can give life; therefore we feel 
that when we have prophesied to the dry bones we 
must also prophesy to the wind; for unless the breath 
divine shall come, the dry bones will never live.

Notice, beloved, that this great covenant blessing of 
the Spirit is in our text the subject of a promise. “I will 
pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon 
the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, 
and my blessing upon thine offspring.” We may always 
be confident of receiving those blessings, which are 
promised by the Lord. The general promise, “No good 
thing will I withhold from them that walk uprightly,” 
is very comforting, and under its broad cover we are 
encouraged to plead for many favors for which we 
have no special note of promise; but when we can put 
our finger upon a plain and specific word, by which a 
certain good thing is guaranteed to us, our faith rises 
to full assurance, and we feel confident of receiving 
an answer to our prayer. “Thou hast said, ‘I will pour 
my spirit upon thy seed,’ therefore, O Lord, fulfill this 
word unto thy servant, in which thou hast caused him 
to hope.” You have God’s word for it; place your finger 
upon it, and on your knees beseech the Lord to do as he 
has said. He cannot lie, he never will revoke his word. 
Has he said, and shall he not do it?

“As well might he his being quit
As break his promise or forget.” 

........................................................................................

........................................................................................
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He has spontaneously made the promise, and he will 
divinely make it good. Upon every promise the blood of 
Jesus Christ has set its seal, making it “yea and amen” 
forever. Prove him, then, herewith, and you shall find 
him faithfulness itself. A promise of God is the essence 
of truth, the soul of certainty, the voice of faithfulness, 
and the substance of blessing.

What a right royal promise it is! How lofty and full of 
assurance is the language! “I will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty.” It is for God to say, “I will” and “I will.” 
We may venture as far as declaring, “I will if I can”; 
but there are no limits to his power. Our wisdom is to 
say, “I hope I shall be able to do as I desire”; but there 
are no impossibilities with the Almighty. His Spirit falls 
upon men as a dew from the Lord, waiting not for man, 
neither tarrying for the sons of men. When the time has 
come for a shower, God asks not the potentates of earth 
to give their consent, but down come the blessed drops. 
When the season for spring has arrived, the Lord does 
not ask man to help him to remove the ice from the 
streams, or the snow from the hills, or the damps from 
the air. He asks no human aid in quickening the seeds, 
and arousing the plants, so that the sleeping flowers 
may open their lovely eyes and smile on all around. 
He does it all. His mystic influences, as omnipotent as 
they are secret, come forth, and the work is done. And 
so, glory be to God, we have a promise here which is 
the word of omnipotence, and when we plead it we 
need not be at all dismayed by the question, “Can such 
a thing be?” We know that dry bones can live when 
the Spirit breathes upon them, and we are equally well 
persuaded that the life-giving Spirit can so breathe, for 
we have a divine promise that he shall be given to the 
people. We hear the double “I will, I will,” and we are 
certain that the Lord can and will “pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground.”

It becomes us also, brethren, to notice that this gift, which 
is the subject of a promise, is a most needful blessing. 
I have sometimes heard it sneeringly remarked that we 
know very well we want the Holy Spirit, and there is no 

need to be everlastingly talking about it. But, brethren, 
we need to make frequent acknowledgment of this 
truth; it is due to the Holy Spirit himself that we should 
do so. If we do not honor the Holy Spirit, we cannot 
expect him to work with us; he will be grieved, and 
leave us to find out our helplessness. Moreover, I fear 
that, however generally the doctrine of the necessity of 
the Spirit’s work may be believed as a matter of theory, 
it is not acted upon; and what is not believed in practice 
is in fact not believed at all. Without the Spirit of God 
we can do nothing; we are as ships without wind, or 
chariots without steeds, like branches without sap, we 
are withered; like coals without fire, we are useless; 
as an offering without the sacrificial flame, we are 
unaccepted. I desire both to feel and to confess this fact 
whenever I attempt to preach. I do not wish to get away 
from it, or to conceal it, nor can I, for I am often made 
to feel it to the deep humbling of my spirit. I pray that 
you who teach in the Sunday-school, you who visit the 
poor, you who work in any way for God, may own your 
impotence for good, and look for power from on high. 
To our hand the Holy Ghost is the force, to our eye he is 
the light. We are but the stones and he the sling, we are 
the arrows and he the bow. Confess your weakness, and 
you will be fit to be strengthened; own your emptiness, 
and it will be a preparation for receiving divine fullness. 
For, observe, the promise of the living water is to “him 
that is thirsty,” or, as it may be better rendered, and the 
figure would be more clear, “I will pour water upon 
it (the land) that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground.” The blessing is to come where it is needed, 
upon the desert, the parched places which are as the 
valley of death till the rain comes. If you think yourself 
to be as the well-watered plain of Sodom, God will pour 
no floods upon you; it is upon the thirsty land, upon the 
heart, which laments its barrenness, and confesses its 
own unworthiness, that the Spirit of God shall come. 

It should be very comfortable to us to reflect that, while 
we need the Spirit of God, his working is most effectual 
to supply all our needs when he does come upon us. Even 
thus let the Spirit of God come upon any church, and it 
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is all that it needs to make it living and fruitful. Church 
machinery, apart from the Spirit of God, lacks the motive 
power; the motive power coming, your machinery will 
do its work. Of course, if it is an imperfect machinery, 
the Holy Ghost will not make it do all the work which 
a better organization have done; still, even the most 
imperfect shall accomplish so much as to astonish all 
who behold it. What a blessing it is when the church 
does really receive the Spirit of God abundantly! Her 
ministry may be slow in utterance; like Moses, the leader 
of the people may be a man of stammering speech; or, 
like Paul, his personal appearance may be mean, and 
his speech contemptible; but this matters nothing when 
the Spirit of God is upon the man and in the people. 
The church may be very small, and the members may 
be very poor, and many of them illiterate, too; but as 
the barley cake of the soldier’s dream smote the royal 
pavilion of Midian, so that it lay along, so the Lord, by 
the hand of the feeblest, shall do his greatest deeds, and 
get to himself renown. Where the Spirit of God is, there 
is the majesty of omnipotence.

I here call your attention to the fact that the promise 
in our text is liberal and unstinted. “I will pour water 
upon the thirsty land, and floods upon the dry ground.” 
The Lord does not need to stint his gifts. When he gives 
a blessing he gives it like a king. His treasury will not 
be exhausted by giving, or replenished by withholding. 
I have seen in Italy the fields watered by the processes 
of irrigation: there are trenches made to run along the 
garden, and smaller gutters to carry the lesser streams 
to each bed, so that each plant gets its share of water; 
but the husbandman has to be very careful, for he has 
but little water in his tank, and only an allotted share of 
the public reservoir. No plant must have too much; no 
plot of ground must be drenched. How different is this 
from the methods of the Lord! He pours the water; he 
deluges the land. “The parched ground shall become 
a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water; in the 
habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass 
with reeds and rushes.” Oh that he would pull up the 
sluices now, and let a torrent of grace rush through this 

Tabernacle. Oh that at this moment he would open the 
windows of heaven, and send us a flood of grace, like 
the deluge of vengeance in Noah’s day, till the tops 
of our loftiest expectations should be covered. He is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above what we ask, 
or even think. He giveth liberally, and upbraideth not. 
Our abounding sin and death need abounding life and 
power. Let us open our mouths wide, that he may fill 
them. The Lord is illimitable in his wealth of grace, and 
boundless in his goodness and power. Let us take the 
promise as it stands, and plead it at the throne, “Hast 
thou not said, ‘I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground’”? Lord, do it, to the 
praise of the glory of thy grace.

One other remark, and I leave this point. This covenant 
blessing is, in our text, peculiarly promised to a certain 
class of persons who are especially dear to us. “I will 
pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon 
thine offspring.” Parents, lay hold greedily upon these 
points of the promise. I am afraid we do not think 
enough of the promise, which the Lord has made to our 
children. Grace does not run in the blood; we have never 
fallen into the gross error of birthright membership, or 
the supposition that the child of godly parents has a 
right to Christian ordinances. We know that religion is 
a personal matter, and is not of blood nor of birth; we 
know also that all children are heirs of wrath till the 
grace of God regenerates them; but still there is some 
meaning in that gracious saying, “The promise is unto 
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you and your children, even to as many as the Lord your God shall call.” Paul was assuredly not wrong, but 
sweetly right, when he said to the jailer, in answer to his question, “What must I do to be saved?” “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” Lay hold of those words, Christian parents, and do not 
be content to get half the promise. Pray to God to fulfill it all. Go to him this very day, you mothers and fathers, 
and implore him to have pity upon your offspring. Cry unto him, and say, “Thou hast said, ‘I will pour my spirit 
on thy seed, and my blessing on mine offspring’: do it, Lord, for Jesus Christ’s sake.”

Now, lastly, I have to speak upon THE CONDUCT SUITABLE IF WE OBTAIN THIS BLESSING. First, O 
my brethren in Christ, if we would obtain these floods of blessing we must confess how dry, how thirsty, how 
wilderness-like we are. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the hand of God, and he will exalt you in due time. 
“He hath filled the hungry with good things, but the rich he hath sent empty away.” Oh, for the spirit of humiliation 
throughout the church! Next to that let us cultivate prayer. “For this will I be enquired of by the house of Israel to 
do it for them.” If you have a man’s check for a thousand pounds, it would be very wicked of you to say, “I cannot 
get my money, this paper is not paid,” if you have never taken it to the bank; and so, if you have God’s promise, 
and have never pleaded it, it is your own fault if you have not obtained the blessing. The very least thing God can 
ask of us is that we shall ask of him. “Ask and it shall be given you: seek and ye shall find: knock and it shall be 
opened unto you.” Plead more earnestly in private, make your prayer-meetings more energetic, attend them more 
numerously, throw your hearts more fully into them, and God’s Spirit will be surely given.

Next to that, if we want the blessing we must put forth our own personal effort. It would be a most absurd thing 
for a man to pray for a harvest, and neither plough nor sow. I cannot conceive anything more insulting to the 
majesty of God than for us to pray, and meanwhile fold our arms. It is not thus that we prove our sincerity. I desire 
to preach to you as if the conversion of these sinners around us depended wholly upon me, and then I delight 
to fall back upon the truth that it wholly depends upon the Lord God. Sunday-school teachers, use the means 
for the conversion of your children! Try and speak personally to every one of them; if you can find opportunity, 
pray with them one by one alone. You will win young hearts for Jesus in that way. Try, dear friends, to get hold 
of individuals. You who come here continually, look out for individuals in the congregation, and endeavor to 
tell them what you have experienced of the love of Christ. If you cannot speak to them, write letters to them; an 
earnest letter is as good as a sermon. Do anything, do everything, to bring souls to Jesus. While we are working 
we shall find God working with us, for he is never slower than his people. If we are building, he will be the Master 
Builder, and will build through us. For a man to pray that he may have a safe journey, and then to go to bed, and 
not start from home, would be wickedness; and to pray to God to convert sinners, and then not to preach or teach 
them the gospel, would be a piece of impudent mockery of God. Beloved, see to this. May God bless you, every 
one of you, for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.
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“Here was a man who believed the Word of God from cover to 
cover and who had a depth of faith, that what- ever Jesus said is 
what He really meant, and whatever He promised in prayer is what 
we are to expect.”
- Charles Stanley

“Those who know of Leonard Ravenhill recognize in him the religious 
specialist, the man sent from God to battle the priests of Baal on their 
own mountain top, to shame the careless priest at the altar, to face 
the false prophet, and to warn the people who are being led astray...“ 
- A. W. Tozer

“Leonard Ravenhill was one of the few men I have ever known who 
was a true prophet. I am glad this book has finally been written.” 
- David Wilkerson
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“Urgently do we need a revival of personal 
godliness. Sanctified men are the salt of society.” 

- C. H. Spurgeon

In Light of Eternity: The Life of Leonard Ravenhill
The new authorized biography by Mack Tomlinson, coming this fall. 

 

freegracepress.com
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Revival Must Be: A Word to Christians
By Theo M. Bamber



When we say that revival must be, we do not intend 
to suggest that such a work of God can be engineered 
by human effort. Revival is ever the work of God. 
We mean that the need is desperate, and that unless 
revival comes to the church, hope must forever depart 
from the world!

A stranger to the truth of God may pick up this article, 
and therefore it is necessary to explain that revival can 
come to the church only. The world’s need is not revival 
but resurrection. An unsaved man is dead in trespasses 
and sins. No man realizes this important fact about 
himself until he sees that the words “life” and “death” 
refer to his relationship to God. The prodigal son was 
not dead to his friends upon whom he lavished his 
wealth. He was not dead to the pigs that ran after him 
for their food, but he was dead to his father and home. 
Of what use to be alive to wastrels and pigs, if one is 
dead to one’s own father? Indeed the more alive the 
prodigal was to his friends in the far country; the more 
he was dead to his father and home. An unsaved man 
may be very much alive to the world and its pleasures 
and sins, and yet be dead while he lives because he is 
dead to God.  

It will repay you to look at the opening chapters of 
Genesis afresh with serious interest. When Adam 
sinned in the garden, he died, as God said he would. If 
he did not die then Satan told the truth! But Adam died. 
The spirit within him by which he had fellowship with 

God, the inner personality died. It ceased to be active; 
the faculty perished. Hence he sought to hide from the 
God whose fellowship had hitherto been so sweet and 
precious. When Adam and his wife had children they 
were born with the spirit dead to God. Adam and his 
wife could not produce children as they were before 
they sinned. That is what it means to be born in sin. 
Every descendant of Adam comes into the world with 
a spirit dead to God. The need of every individual 
therefore, is that his spirit should be brought to life. 
He needs resurrection! That cannot be achieved by any 
process of man any more than we can elevate mice to 
horses. God only can bring to life the spirit in you or me 
that is dead in sin. How is it done?

I first turn to Jesus who is in heaven, and acknowledge 
that I am a sinner, that I am dead in sin, and that I have 
committed sin. I tell Him that I believe He went to the 
cross to die for me in the judgment of sin. I repent and 
abhor myself concerning my lost estate, and accept 
Him, as God has accepted Him, as my Sin-Bearer. 
When thus I trust Him, Jesus from heaven brings my 
dead spirit to life, and then baptizes me with the Holy 
Spirit. In the person of the Holy Spirit, I receive from 
the heavenly body of Jesus the life that is in His body 
in heaven. As I received my human life from the body 
of my father so I receive divine life from the body of 
Jesus, and in receiving that life, eternal life, I am saved. 
As the Lord Jesus from heaven seals me with the Holy 
Spirit He makes me a Christian, He saves me. I have 
been raised from the dead. From that instant I am in the 
true invisible church of Jesus Christ. I have been born 
again. I have received life from Jesus, and now I want 
Him, I seek Him, I love Him, and Jesus is the joy and 
delight of my life. 

If therefore, you have thus received eternal life from 
Jesus, and belong to the one and only church of those 
redeemed in the blood of Jesus, your privilege is to 
recognize that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 
and that as a saved person you are to yield to the Holy 
Spirit, so that He may live through you the 

Dead to God! And 
that more truly than 
he realizes, for the 
tragedy of his condition 
is terrible indeed.
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life of Jesus. Your Christian life is Christ living in 
you in the Person of the Holy Spirit. God intends and 
desires that ever increasingly you should be able to 
say “Not I, but Christ liveth in me.” How glorious is 
such an experience! Day by day the Holy Spirit rules 
and reigns in the life, unveiling truth in Jesus from the 
Scriptures, revealing Jesus who lives in heaven, and 
seeking more and more liberty and power in the life 
and walk. Such a person is being continually revived. 
Revival is a daily experience.
 
Alas, the unsuspecting Christian is beset with many 
trials in desiring such a life. For one reason he may not 
know what are his real possessions in Christ. I have 
known Christians who had no idea of the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit. Some have thought themselves to 
be Christians who were not. They had quite sincerely 
decided to follow Jesus, but dead men cannot follow 
the living! They decided to take Him as their friend, but 
how can one who is an enemy to God become friend 
until reconciled? And how can we be reconciled save 
through His blood? Some have thought themselves 
Christians by joining a church, but you cannot join a 
church any more than you can join a family. You have to 
be born into it. Those in the true church of Jesus Christ 
have been born again, born from above, born anew of 
the Spirit, and by that birth they are in the church. 

Even so some who really have put their trust in Jesus 
have not known that Jesus had given them the Holy 
Spirit. Hence, after conversion they still try to be 
followers of Jesus instead of trusting the Holy Spirit to 
live through them. Have you received the Holy Spirit? 

Have you ever thanked Jesus for this blessed gift 
of the Third Person in the Trinity? It will be like a 
second conversion for you when you praise Jesus, the 
heavenly Jesus, for this most precious blessing of the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. That will indeed be the 
first step to revival.

Some who have thus made progress are still held back 
because one may grieve the Holy Spirit. How easy it 
is to falter before the attitude and actions of others, 
especially Christians. We grieve the Holy Spirit if we 
are unforgiving, unkind, ungracious and bitter with our 
tongue, and given to animosity. If we do not love our 
fellow-Christian whom we have seen, we cannot love 
God whom we have not seen! And if these things are in 
our hearts, no matter what we profess, then the Spirit is 
grieved, and the life within, that ought to be dominant 
and triumphant, is feeble and faint.

The world too, so often exercises its influence. Think 
of this: “Love not the world.” That is to say, never 
love the old life from which Christ has redeemed 
you. You have come out of darkness into light. The 
world’s pleasures are a snare. They are a bait by which 
the Christian is drawn away from God, but always 
remember that if you go after the world’s pleasures, 
you must be overwhelmed eventually in the world’s 
pains and woes and despair. Nevertheless there 
are Christians who do not believe this, they seek to 
be as like to the world from which they have been 
redeemed as they can. Yet the Word declares: “Love 
not the world, if any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.” And again: “The friendship 
of the world is enmity with God.”

Hence it comes about that the individual Christian, 
either through ignorance of the Holy Spirit, or through 
neglect of grieving of the Spirit or love of the world, is 
not living as God intended he or she should live. They 
have the life of Jesus, but through their own folly and 
sin it is limited in them, enfeebled, grieved and perhaps 
quenched. Such a person needs revival. It is clear that 
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The world’s pleasures are 
a snare. They are a bait 
by which the Christian is 
drawn away from God...



Christians are needing this revival. Our churches were 
never intended to be as they are. They were intended 
to be centres of living fellowship where every member 
was in the full joy of the Holy Spirit, where sinners 
were brought under conviction crying out: “What must 
I do to be saved?” where multitudes were being added 
to the church. And instead…..? Ah! The bitter facts are 
too tragic, too heart-rending to record here.

How can revival come? It begins in those tremblings 
of the heart, of which you may be conscious. Memory 
is taking you back to your first joy in Christ and now 
you are constrained to measure the distance you have 
travelled from God, and it is farther than you thought. 
Is there pain of heart? Thank God for it! Do you feel as 
if you must pour out to God the bitter anguish of your 
soul as you ask Him to forgive you? Then do it! Do 
you mourn that love of the world, fear of man, ambition 
after earthly things, have hardened your heart? Then 
ask Him to give you again a heart of flesh to know 
Him. This is truly the work of the Spirit. Get alone with 
God, pour out your heart in unrestrained confession 
before Him, plead with Him to be gracious, to “restore 
the years [that] the locusts have eaten,” and wait upon 
Him, sure that He has heard your prayer, and will most 
certainly answer in the conditions of His own creating. 
What will be those conditions? 

First, you will be conscious of some measures of 
renewed interest in the Scriptures. However little 
or much, encourage it. Every minute you give to the 
Bible will create an appetite for another minute. Do 
not subject the Bible to your judgment, but accept 
it as “a lamp unto your feet.” That is to say you will 
walk in its light and in its obedience. God will make 
clear to you two things. First the revelation of His 
will and purpose in the world, and secondly, His 
immediate will for you. The Indwelling Spirit is 
promised you for the purpose of leading you into all 
truth, and every step into that truth of the Spirit through 
the Word, will be a step towards revival blessing. 

Secondly you will be led to a genuine concern that 
the perfect Will of God may be done in your life. The 
will may be there, but the accomplishment of God’s 
Will in the life is often a painful experience, because 
we find our own human wills so frequently in conflict 
with God’s will. In our blindness we misunderstand His 
light. Certainly if we really desire revival, we must be 
tested out as to whether we are spiritually capable of 
carrying it, and that demands some form of trial which 
so far from finding us humble under the hand of God, 
may reveal stubbornness, resentment and possibly 
indignation. God’s perfect will is to be done in us so 
that in all situations we are found poised and controlled 
by the Spirit in the calmness of a faith that trusts Him. 

If we are thinking and praying for revival, we must take 
the victory over the sins that do so easily beset us. And 
if this is difficult, as of course it is, let us know that the 
Spirit who reveals this fact to us will assuredly provide 
all the strength we need to take the victory. Patience 
with God in His will, and glad cooperation with Him in 
it, is an essential preparation for revival. 

Thirdly, as thus the fire begins to burn in your own 
heart, you will realize that formal fellowship in a 
Christian church is not enough. Your soul will long for 
those who possess the same fire as you are conscious 
of. Search them out in your own church, because you 
owe a duty to the people to whom you immediately 
belong, and if you cannot find one, then ask the Lord 
most mercifully to deal with others as He has dealt with 
you. Why should He not? Has He not begun to revive 
you, not for you but for others who are seeking God 
for His best. In this experience God will teach you how 
truly the Spirit within can be to you “a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life.”

The Holy Spirit within will meet your every need, and 
you will be amazed how marvelously He does it. Then 
as you keep the eye of faith on the Lord in heaven, 
He will cause the Holy Spirit to flow out from you to 
others. You will not yourself perceive this ministry, but 
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as you keep your faith in Him, believingly for this blessing, He will fulfil His promise. Your life will become an 
inspiration to others, the Spirit of Christ will be seen to be upon you. He will mature and transform the weaknesses 
that are human, and cause you to be a channel of Divine life to others, for as others come in touch with you, they 
will think of Christ. 

These are the beginnings of grace as revealed in the Scriptures. These are the steps of faith we are to take, and as 
we take them we shall know the quickening of the Spirit within, we shall begin to feel our overwhelming need and 
our souls will be crying out for the Living God. We shall be conscious of the years that the locust has eaten, and 
shall want to retrieve them by His grace. We shall be intensely conscious of the sufferings of our Lord, and long 
that He may be satisfied. The longing will bear down upon us, not by human pressure, but by the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. We shall begin to long for souls, souls to enter into the blessing of the Holy Spirit, we shall begin to 
talk to our friends, to our loved ones; we shall be constrained to see that nothing matters so only men and women 
enter into all that Christ died to secure for them, and lives to bestow upon them. 

Revival must begin with you! Let it begin in you! Your consent to the heavenly blessing is the first step. Prostrate 
your spirit before the Lord for fullness of life in the Holy Spirit, in yourself and in all other Christians. God 
never fails to answer that prayer. He will surely do it. Others will catch the fire; your church, whether you are 
the minister or a layman, will feel it. There will be new power in your services, Christians will be encouraged, 
backsliders brought back, sinners rescued from their sin. For when revival comes to the church, resurrection out 
of the dead will come to the world.

Theo Bamber was one of the founders of the Baptist Revival Fellowship, which became Fellowship For Revival 
(FFR), and is now Reformation and Revival Fellowship (RRF). This article was originally published as Baptist 
Revival Fellowship Booklet No. 2.
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“If you want the Kingdom speeded, go out and
speed it yourselves. Only the obedience rationalizes 

prayer. Only Missions can redeem your 
intercessions from insincerity.” — William Carey
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“What we need now is a revival of holiness. 
A revival of character. A revival of people 
who are utterly selfless and prepared to 
lay their lives on the altar for God.”

 — Leonard Ravenhill
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Ministries of

Audio MinistryConference & Meeting Ministry

One aspect of the ministry of RTM are 
conferences and meetings where we come 
and share. If you would like RTM to hold a 
conference or extended meeting for you, go to 
the Invite RTM page and fill out the form.

RTM wants to help churches and ministries 
clearly communicate within their walls and 
beyond. If you want more information, e-mail 
us at: media@realtruthmatters.com.

Real Truth Matters exists to promote New Testament Christianity by promoting the pursuit of 
Jesus Christ as the Gospel. God has graced us with many talents in order to accomplish His 
work. He has given us talents in website design and build, audio engineering, and video shooting 
and editing. While we use these to promote the Gospel, we also feel called to help churches and 
ministries utilize these resources in order to do the work of the Kingdom. Below, you will find 
descriptions of how we can help you. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us.
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Web Ministry

Print & Layout Ministry

Video Ministry

Pastors’ Fellowship

RTM can help show you the basics from 
capturing sermons and getting them online 
to more complex video projects. If you 
want more information, e-mail us at: 
media@realtruthmatters.com.

Five times a year pastors from our region 
will gather at Oak Grove Baptist Church for 
mutual edification that is geared to the needs 
of the minister. If you would like to register 
for a Pastors’ Fellowship, go to the Pastors’ 
Fellowship page and fill out the form.

RTM knows the value of efficient web 
communication. Our aim is to help you 
communicate effectively, decisively, and 
intelligently. If you want more information, 
e-mail us at: web@realtruthmatters.com.

RTM can help you with graphic design, layout, 
and getting your work to a printer in the correct 
format. E-mail us at: web@realtruthmatters.com.



Real Truth Matters exists to pursue the recovery of New Testament Christianity
by promoting the pursuit of Christ as the Gospel.

Check out our website for helpful resources that will encourage your desire to pursue 
Christ. Register to receive e-mail updates and news about Real Truth Matters.
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May the Lamb that was slain receive
the reward of His suffering!


