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From The Editor
Dear Reader,

We hope this edition finds you enjoying the love of God. Many today are talking much 
about revival, believing revival to be “the church’s” only hope. Well, I do not share this 
bleak view, not because I don’t think churches don’t need reviving, but because of my 
definition of revival. What most people are calling revival is not. 

In the article “Do We Need Revival?” I define revival differently from most. In fact, I’ve 
told the RTM staff that my definition of revival puts me outside the thinking of the vast 
majority of Christians on this subject. I am really swimming upstream. But I hope you 
read it and then join me. By the way, the water’s fine!

Our RTM conference this year was a great blessing. As of the writing of this letter, we 
are preparing to put all of the audio and video of the conference on our website. CDs and 
DVDs are also being produced and can be purchased on the web. Our purchase price is very 
minimal and basically covers our expenses. I encourage you to make as many copies as 
you desire and distribute them. The only thing we ask is that you do not sell them but give 
them away. RTM makes them available free of charge by way of download on the internet. 
The truth of the gospel needs to be propagated and the fewer hindrances the better. 

Another blessing has occurred since our last edition: the RTM Pastors’ Fellowships. Every 
two months, pastors from a 100 mile radius come together and enjoy fellowship. Each 
meeting is filled with a meal, a special speaker, round-table discussion and prayer for one 
another. Each meeting has been uniquely blessed. They have been very spiritual experiences 
marked by the presence of God.

I am so appreciative to you, our readers, for your prayers and support. We do covet your 
prayers. If you could daily lift this ministry to the Lord, you would be so generous. We 
need His guidance. It is our only desire to do His will. Currently, we are praying about 
our ministry focus. Promoting a recovery of New Testament Christianity by promoting a 
pursuit of Jesus Christ as the gospel” is a worthy vision, but it is so broad. There are 101 
different ways that can be done. We must have God’s ways. He has a distinct purpose or 
function for us to serve. He knows how we are to pursue Him as a ministry. I fear that it is 
too easy for ministries to pursue ministry and not Christ. I don’t want this for me or RTM. 
So join us in prayer as we seek first the King of the kingdom.

Heartily yours,     
S. Michael Durham



Increasingly I have felt the need to speak on the subject of revival. Revival is a misused, if not a misunderstood 
word. Not only is the word revival often incorrectly used, it is also wrongly defi ned by virtue of overuse. We 
talk about “revival meetings,” “revival literature,” “revivalists,” “historical revivals,” “revivalism,” “revival 

methods,” “revival power,” “revival hymns,” “revival movements,” and “revival conferences.” We categorize 
revivals by nations. We speak of “national revivals,” such as “the Welsh Revival,” “the Canadian Revival,” 
“the Scottish Revival,” and we even break them down geographically to localities,—“the New York Revival,” 
“the Brownsville Revival,” “the Hebrides Revival.” There are “prayer revivals,” “Pentecostal revivals,” “healing 
revivals,” “Holy Spirit revivals,” “personal revival,” “corporate revivals,” etc. I think you get the point—the word 
revival means a lot of different things to different people. 

So, why another article on revival, whatever the word means? I answer, simply because it’s on my heart. Although 
the word is overused and misused, it has its proper place in discourse. And perhaps for those who read this article 
some clarity will be helpful. I hope that I can contribute to a revival of the word revival in its proper usage. 

Revival or Awakening? Is There a Difference?

First, in order to better understand revival, let’s sever it from another word: awakening. One of the chief mistakes 
made today is thinking that a revival and an awakening are the same thing. They are not. They often go together 
and this contributes to the misperception they are one and the same. Many of the great awakenings in history 
began as a local church revival. For example, the move of God that occurred in the early 1970s in Canada known 
as the “Canadian Revival” began in a local church, Ebenezer Baptist Church, in Saskatoon. It began as Christians 
fell under a spirit and burden to pray and exercise repentance toward God and one another. It was truly a local 
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church meeting that led to believers getting right and 
then quickly spread to an awakening of sinners. And 
this is the difference. A revival is for saints, while an 
awakening is for sinners. 

Do the Saints Need Revival?

For several years I became convinced that revival 
and awakening were one and the same and that it was 
not for the redeemed. I interpreted scriptures such as 
Ephesians 5:25-28 to mean that the church was without 
need of revival. I vigorously preached this.

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish.

Other verses that state our glorious status as perfect and 
complete in Christ helped to form this conviction that 
saints do not need revival. 

...and you are complete in Him, who is the head of 
all principality and power (Colossians 2:10). 

The promise of the New Covenant would seem to 
preclude the need for a revival and offer to all who 
believe continual revival.

Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from 
all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also 
will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you: and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
And I will put my spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments, and do them (Ezekiel 36:25-27).

Without comparing this text with any other in the Bible, 
you would think that the Christian life is one perpetual 
walk of spiritual bliss. In the New Covenant God 
promises to both cleanse us and remove all of our idols. 
This alone would take care of my sin problem, once and 
for all. In addition to this, the Lord goes on to promise 
that He will give me a new spirit, a new heart (In 

Jeremiah the Lord also promises to write His law on my 
new heart), and also He promises to ensure I will obey. 
With these kinds of guarantees, why would the believer 
ever need revival, since revival presupposes decline? 
How could there be a decline in spiritual progress with 
a wonderful promise as the New Covenant?

Christ has died to make His bride beautiful. He will do 
whatever is required. The people of God are a regenerate 
people who pursue their God with all of their hearts. 
They are not perfect, but they are a people who when 
they sin repent in brokenness and contrition. The Spirit 
of God within them works to both “will and to do for 
His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). Now, I ask you, 
does this sound like people who need revival?

Coupled with this, the word revival is glaringly absent 
in the New Testament. This fact presents a strong 
argument that revival is not for Christians. The word 
is used strictly in the Old Testament in connection with 
a largely unregenerate Israel who repeatedly backslid 
into idolatry. When a national revival in Israel or 
Judah occurred it was, for the most part, unregenerate 
idolaters returning to the God of Israel, which would be 
more akin to a modern awakening when sinners leave 
their idols to worship the one true God. Therefore, it 
easy to see why the words revival and awakening are 
coupled together and why I would conclude that revival 
is not for the Christian but for the non-Christian. For 
me, revival was nothing more than a great outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit that resulted in the awakening of a 
great number of sinners.

Another Side of the Story

I still believe a state of continual spiritual vitality is 
possible for the Christian; but there is another side 
of the story. There are an equal number, if not more, 
scriptures showing true believers needing revival. 
Not in the Old Testament sense that they are not truly 
regenerate but in the purest sense of the word revive. 
What is the prophet asking when he prays to the Lord 
God in Habakkuk 3:2, “O LORD, I have heard your 
speech and was afraid; O LORD, revive Your work in 
the midst of the years! In the midst of the years make it 
known; In wrath remember mercy” (emphasis mine)? 
Is he not asking the Lord to renew something 
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He had done prior in the hearts of the people? Yes; that 
is the meaning of the word revive. It is defi ned as “to 
restore; to make operative again; to quicken or renew; 
to recover; to return.” To revive something means that 
at one time it was operating normally but subsequently 
lost normalcy or vitality. If there was no life to begin 
with there is nothing to revive. 

David uses the word revival concerning his own spiritual 
condition. He had known days of power and purity but 
they were gone and so he cries to the Lord, “My soul 
clings to the dust; Revive me according to Your word” 
(Psalm 119:25). Again: “Turn away my eyes from 
looking at worthless things, And revive me in Your 
way” (Psalm 119:37). On many other occasions David 
prayed for personal revival. David was regenerate; he is 
known as “a man after God’s own heart.” Consequently, 
we cannot eliminate the word revival for the saint.

Yes, continual spiritual growth is the ideal; in fact it 
is God’s command. But the Biblical evidence suggests 
that Christians in the New Testament did not live in 
perpetual spiritual increase. The same is true today. Most 
Christians live somewhere between the fullness of the 
promise of the New Covenant and complete apostasy. 
You, as the child of God, on this side of heaven will 
not reach full perfection, while you will not fi nally fall 
away either. Before we reach the fi nal destiny there is 
an odd synthesis between being complete in Christ and 
merely a sinner saved by grace. 

In the case of whether Christians ever need revival we 
need to hear all that the Bible says. The other side of 
the story is there are situations in the New Testament 
when believers were living beneath God’s intentions. 
In the fi rst century church decline did occur, stagnation 
happened and maturity sometimes was delayed; there 
were reasons a prayer for revival to have been on the 
lips of saints then and now. 

We read of the Apostle Paul’s concern for carnality 
among the Corinthians: “And I, brethren, could not 
speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as 
to babes in Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:1). In his epistle to 
the Galatians we hear Paul’s travailing for his converts’ 
fall from the gospel, “O foolish Galatians! Who has 

bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among 
you as crucifi ed? . . . You have become estranged from 
Christ, you who attempt to be justifi ed by law; you have 
fallen from grace” (Galatians 3:1; 5:4). 

The writer to the Hebrews expresses similar concerns 
for his audience, “of whom we have much to say, and 
hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 
For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you 
need someone to teach you again the fi rst principles of 
the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk 
and not solid food” (Hebrews 5:11-12).  

In James’ epistle a strong rebuke illustrates great decline 
and need for revival, 

Where do wars and fi ghts come from among you? 
Do they not come from your desires for pleasure 
that war in your members? You lust and do not 
have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. 
You fi ght and war. Yet you do not have because 
you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on 
your pleasures. Adulterers and adulteresses! Do 
you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be 
a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God (James 4:1-4). 

But perhaps the greatest testimony to the fact that 
Christians can live less than the ideal promise of continual 
vitality and stand in need of revival is in chapters two 
and three of Revelation. Of the seven churches only 
two were faithful in all points and received no rebuke 
from the Lord Jesus. The others received stern censures 
of misconduct and spiritual decline. Let me cite just 
two examples. First, the Lord Jesus reproves the church 
of Sardis with the diagnosis, “I know your works, that 
you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead” 
(Revelation 3:1). Second example is the church of 
Laodicea to whom Christ says, “So then, because you 
are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit 
you out of My mouth. Because you say, ‘I am rich, have 
become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do 
not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, 
and naked” (Revelation 3:16-17).



There are many other New Testament examples that can 
be given. Christians can be in a state less desirable and 
need something of a recovery. Every believer reading 
is his own example of what I am saying. (If you are 
an exception, I apologize for including you.) I have 
yet to meet the Christian who has not experienced at 
some point in his walk with God a lessening of fervor, 
a decline in love, or a dullness of heart. Seasons of 
discouragement come to many believers. Bouts of 
unbelief and wanderings in the wilderness of sin should 
not be commonplace for children of God, but they are 
not altogether unknown to them either. 

Revival Presupposes Spiritual Decline

If these New Testament examples are not evidence of 
spiritual decline, then what are they? Can we dare call 
them spiritual progress? Not hardly! Why the threats of 
removing candlesticks and being an enemy of God if 
this not a digression of some sorts? 

The word revival presupposes a spiritual decline. If I am in 
need of revival it means that instead of progressing in the 
faith I’ve regressed. Contrary to what many are saying, 
true Christianity does not allow for static positions. You 
are either progressing or regressing, healthy or sick, 
victorious or defeated. There is no plateau where you 
neither go forward or backward. When the child of God 
is not spiritually advancing he is retreating. It is from this 
decline he needs a recovery. 

Leonard Ravenhill in an article, Revival Definition, says, 

The very word “revive” presupposes life. You can 
only revive what has already had vitality  — life 
that has become sick, weak, or apathetic. I think 
the nearest analogy I can give you is a recent case 
of a man who apparently drowned. He had been 
under the water for an incredible amount of time. 
Then somebody pulled him out and worked and 
worked on him, and eventually life came again. 
This is actually what it means to revive. It means 

to revitalize. It means to restore lost power. It 
means to recover lost energy.

Some think a Christian can find some middle ground 
where he is not losing ground but not gaining either. But 
this is false. The Bible presents the life of a believer as 
a fight, a constant fight. It’s like trying to swim against 
the current. The moment you tire and decide to float on 
your back and rest, the current takes you back. If you 
are not resisting, the current of culture will always take 
you down river. The natural inclination of your flesh is 
away from God. You can never lay down your shield 
and sword, otherwise you are in trouble. 

The Apostle Paul warns us that we must maintain the 
fight, “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13). We are to constantly 
remain alert and on guard. “Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

Unfortunately, we are not always sober or vigilant. 
Sometimes we sleep when we should be awake. 
Spiritual decline often begins without notice. It has 
a stealth about it that makes it secretive. Before we 
know it we have experienced what the Puritans called 
“declension.” It is from this we need a revival, a 
recovery, a renewal. If you don’t like the word revival, 
then by all means, call it what you will, but at least 
allow that there are times when a Christian needs to 
recover from a spiritual decline.

The Crucial Issue

But as crucial as this distinction is, I don’t believe the 
heart of the debate about revival is about whom it is for, 
saint or sinner. The issue that has been used by the devil, 
more than anything else, to keep true revival at bay is to 
suggest that revival is an extraordinary work of God, that 
it is some mysterious work best left to the sovereignty 
of God. Here again, this is where revivals are confused 
with awakenings. Revival is not a mysterious work of 
God but a plain and simple work of both saint and God. 
In short, revival is nothing more than a recovery of true 
Christianity. It is a return to normal Christian living. This 
is revival—living the Christian life as God intends.
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Normal Christianity is what Jesus called “abiding in 
the vine.” It is what Paul called the “crucified life” 
or “walking in the Spirit.” When you are not living 
according to these New Testament standards you are 
in a state of spiritual decline and need to be renewed 
to such. Revival is that process of being renewed to 
nothing less than “to live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” 

What most Christians in America are living is a sub-
standard Christianity. It is beneath what Christ died 
for. Normal Christianity is to experience out of one’s 
heart the flowing of “rivers of living water” (John 
7:38). To be a Christian is not merely one who has 
experienced forgiveness of sin. Rather he is to imbibe 
the life of Christ and live by the Spirit in all things. The 
Christian is to know the power of Christ and His might 
(Ephesians 6:10). He is not to live according to human 
wisdom, strength or resources. His life is a participation 
in the divine having received everything necessary for 
godliness being the recipient of “exceeding great and 
precious promises” (2 Peter 1:3-4).

The normal Christian life is more than professing faith 
in Christ and do the best you can until you die or Christ 
returns. Yet, for many true believers this is the extent 
of their Christianity. They live beneath the promises of 
God. They are defeated when they could be champions. 
This is bad enough but it is worse when people think 
this is the norm. They expect nothing different and 
congratulate themselves for doing this much. How can 
the Spirit of God not be grieved? And how can anyone 
say many Christians and churches don’t need revival?

The promise of the New Covenant and the power of the 
life of Christ is our inheritance. This is the standard for 
normalcy. Anything less is inferior. Therefore, revival 
is a return to the standard, which is to live in the power 
of the Spirit abiding in Christ. And if you need reviving, 
you need not wait for the Lord to move upon your heart 
with some experience or spiritual phenomenon. The 
responsibility of revival is yours and mine and it is 
summed up in one word: repentance. 

In all New Testament cases where spiritual declension 
had occurred, the resolution and means of revival was 
the command to repent. This is best demonstrated in the 

letters to the seven churches in the book of Revelation. 
Every church that Christ rebukes as being in either 
outward or inward violation of God’s will He says the 
same thing—“repent.” 

To the church at Ephesus:

Revelation 2:5 “Remember therefore from where 
you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or 
else I will come to you quickly and remove your 
lampstand from its place—unless you repent.”

To the church at Pergamos:

Revelation 2:16 “Repent, or else I will come to 
you quickly and will fight against them with the 
sword of My mouth.”

To the church at Sardis:

Revelation 3:3 “Remember therefore how you 
have received and heard; hold fast and repent.” 

To the church at Laodicea: 

Revelation 3:19 “As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.”

If revival was merely a sovereign and mysterious work 
of God, then how would these churches hope to obey 
Christ and return to first love and spiritual health? 
Surely, God’s grace is needed and the Spirit of the Lord 
must help us, but God’s sovereignty does not remove 
my responsibility. If I’m in a state of spiritual decline, I 
am to take responsibility and return to Christ in humble 
repentance, fully convinced He will receive me and 
restore me to normal Christianity. Dear friend, this leads 
me to say to you, you can have as much of God as you 
want. You can walk in continual spiritual vitality. The 
promises of God to sustain you with everything you need 
to live in victory and godliness can be experienced.

If this is not your reality, then you are in need of 
revival. Would you be revived today, then repent? I 
don’t mean confess your sins in prayer; I mean turn to 
God in brokenness that you have deserted living waters 
for broken cisterns. Turn to Him in childlike faith that 
says, “Because I have not trusted You, I have 



forsaken You. I have depended on me and not You to live for You. But today I refuse myself the right to trust me 
any longer and I trust that You will lift me out of the pit into which I have fallen. You will heal my backslidings 
and cause me to be renewed. I trust, O Lord, that You will grant me a steadfast spirit that will not rise and fall 
by my circumstances but remain transfixed on You and Your sufficiency. Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and make me to walk in Your statutes. You are the Vine and I am the branch. You are my life. Live Your holy 
life through this humble branch.” 

I am convinced He will revive His child. He would no more not do so than a father would not bandage a wounded 
child. The Lord God will nurse us to spiritual health and we can walk in the power of the Spirit. We can have 
normal New Testament Christianity. Do you need revival? Then repent and be revived.
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George Whitefield  (1714-1770), 
Methodist Evangelist

George Whitefield was born on December 16, 1714, in 
Gloucester, England. The youngest of seven children, he was 
born in the Bell Inn where his father, Thomas, was a wine 
merchant and innkeeper. His father died when George was 
two and his widowed mother Elizabeth struggled to provide 
for her family. 

In 1732 at age 17, George entered Pembroke College at 
Oxford. He was gradually drawn into a group called the “Holy Club” where he met 
John and Charles Wesley. Charles Wesley loaned him the book The Life of God in the 
Soul of Man. The reading of this book, after a long and painful struggle which even 
affected him physically, finally resulted in George’s conversion in 1735. He said many 
years later: “I know the place...Whenever I go to Oxford, I cannot help running to the 
spot where Jesus Christ first revealed himself to me and gave me the new birth.”

Whitefield was an astounding preacher from the beginning. Though he was slender in 
build, he stormed in the pulpit as if he were a giant. Within a year it was said that “his 
voice startled England like a trumpet blast.” At a time when London had a population 
of less than 700,000, he could hold spellbound 20,000 people at a time at Moorfields 
and Kennington Common. For thirty-four years, his preaching resounded throughout 
England and America. In his preaching ministry he crossed the Atlantic thirteen times 
and became known as the “apostle of the British empire.”

He was a firm Calvinist in his theology yet unrivaled as an aggressive evangelist. 
Though a clergyman of the Church of England, he cooperated with and had a 
profound impact on people and churches of many traditions, including Presbyterians, 
Congregationalists, and Baptists. Whitefield, along with the Wesleys, inspired the 
movement that became known as the Methodists. Whitefield preached more than 
18,000 sermons in his lifetime, an average of 500 a year or ten a week. Many of them 
were given over and over again. Fewer than 90 have survived in any form.

(Thanks to the Christian Classics Ethereal Library for this brief biography.)

R M



These words of the Psalmist express the heart-cry of many of God’s children today. There is a growing 
conviction everywhere, and especially among thoughtful people, that unless revival comes, other forces 
will take the field that will sink us still deeper into the mire of humanism and materialism.

 
With that conviction there is also a deepening hunger for a fresh manifestation of God. Indeed, so intense is the 
longing and so heavy the burden, that the words of the prophet Isaiah are frequently on the lips of God’s children: 
“Oh that Thou wouldst rend the heavens, that Thou wouldst come down.” 

We have seen man’s best endeavors in the field of evangelism leaving the communities untouched; true, we may 
have seen crowded churches, and many professions, but then all that is possible on the plane of human activity, as 
has been witnessed over and over again. It has been said that “the Kingdom of God is not going to be advanced 
by our churches becoming filled with men, but by men in our churches becoming filled with God.” Today, we 
have a Christianity made easy as an accommodation to an age that is unwilling to face the implication of Calvary, 
and the gospel of “simply believism” has produced a harvest of professions which have done untold harm to the 
cause of Christ. 

We use all the modern means and facilities for the propagation of the gospel—our technique in Christian work 
and witness has been developed to a fine art, and during recent years “evangelize” has been heard from Congress, 
Convocation and Assembly; but as we look back over much activity in church work and witness, what do we see? 
Not flags of victory that tell of communities won for Christ; not congregations throbbing with spiritual life, and 
the desert made to “rejoice and blossom as the rose.” No, not flags, but gravestones, like the stones of our Scottish 
Culloden, that tell their pitiful tale of frustration and defeat. So we are today faced with the need, pressing, urgent 
and awful, for God to manifest His power: the need of a God-sent Holy Ghost revival. 
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Address
On

Revival

“Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people may rejoice in thee?” 
(Psalm 85:6).

By Duncan Campbell
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Many years ago Dr. Henry Drummond wrote of a 
“natural law in a spiritual world.” It seems to me that 
our great need today is to rediscover a spiritual law in 
a natural world. The ills that shake the very foundation 
of our civilization have their roots in the spiritual and 
not in the material. Man has gone wrong at the center of 
things and he must get right there. Was it not Gladstone 
who said: “My only hope for our country is in bringing 
the human mind into contact with divine revelation”? 
Now let us be perfectly clear that only God can do that. 
Is this not the conviction that finds expression in the 
words of the Psalmist? If there was to be a revival, God 
must do the reviving, and it was God’s people who 
were to be revived. I read in a little book recently, “We 
do not have revivals to get men saved—men get saved 
because we have revival.”

Let us now consider three aspects of revival: its origin, 
its agency, its outcome. 

THE ORIGIN OF REVIVAL. “Wilt Thou not . . . ?” We 
do well to remember that in the whole field of Christian 
experience, the first step is with God: thought, feeling, 
and endeavor must find their basis and inspiration in 
the sovereign mercy of God. To me, one of the most 
disturbing features of present-day evangelism is the 
over-emphasis on what man can do, and I believe this 
to be the reason why we so often fail to get men and 
women to make the contact with Christ that is vital. 
How few there are today who, in the supreme moment 
of conversion or decision, become conscious within 
themselves of a new and overpowering reality, the 
knowledge of God having done a saving work within 
them. The Apostle Paul puts it in clear light in his 
letter to the Galatians, when he writes: “it pleased God 
to reveal His Son in me.” The fact of ultimate reality, 
surely, is this, that salvation is of God. He is the God of 
revival, and we must look to Him and to Him alone. 

I have already referred to the cry of the prophet Isaiah. 
His convictions were that the mountains would flow, 
and nations would tremble only when God came down. 
In other words, he is just saying that nothing will 
happen unless there is a mighty demonstration of God. 
It is my own deep conviction that the average man is 
not going to be impressed by our publicity, our posters 

or our programs, but let there be a demonstration of 
the supernatural in the realm of religion, and at once 
man is arrested. I have seen this happen over and over 
again during the recent movement in the Western Isles. 
Suddenly an awareness of God would take hold of a 
community, and, under the pressure of this divine 
presence, men and women would fall prostrate on the 
ground, while their cry of distress was made the means 
in God’s hand, to awaken the indifferent who had sat 
unmoved for years under the preaching of the gospel. 

THE AGENCY OF REVIVAL. “Wilt Thou not 
revive us again that Thy people . . . ?” God is the 
God of revival. He is sovereign in the affairs of men. 
But we must not believe in any conception of God’s 
sovereignty that nullifies man’s responsibility. We are 
the human agents through whom revival is possible. 
To say, as so many do, “We can do nothing,” may be 
a very accommodating doctrine to “them that are at 
ease in Zion,” but it will not stand in the light of Divine 
revelation. Samuel Chadwick, in his book Humanity 
and God, writes: “The operation of Divine sovereignty 
and the freedom of human will are not irreconcilable 
to the wisdom of God. Our responsibility is not in the 
explanation of mystery, but in obedience to obligation 
and privilege.” 

I wonder if we are really alive to our responsibility and 
privilege. I have read that Robert Murray McCheyne 
had the picture of the setting sun painted on the dial of 
his watch, and underneath written, “The night cometh.” 
Every time he looked at his watch, he was reminded of his 
responsibility as a minister of the gospel, and of the charge 
entrusted to him. If we study the life of the early disciples, 
we see how their whole being was animated and actuated 
by one great purpose—to be at their best for God. They 
carried the seriousness into their witness that the man of 
the world carried into his business, or the explorer into his 
journeys and toils: they lived for God, and for souls. 

...our great need today is to 
rediscover a spiritual law in a 
natural world.
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I am disturbed by the attitude of the Church in general 
toward aggressive evangelism or revival. By evangelism 
I do not mean just an effort to get people back into the 
Church; this effort, while commendable, does not get 
us very far. What I mean is something much more: 
it is the getting of men and women into vital, saving 
and covenant relationship with Jesus Christ, and so 
supernaturally altered that holiness will characterize 
their whole being: body, soul and spirit. It seems to 
me that the time has surely come when we must, 
with open mind and true heart, face ourselves with 
unqualifi ed honesty and ask the question: “Am I alive 
to my responsibility as a laborer in God’s vineyard?” I, 
personally, have constantly to remind myself that I can 
be a very busy man, yet a very idle minister. How easy 
it is to live more or less in the enjoyment of God’s free 
grace, and yet not realize that we are called to fulfi ll 
a divinely appointed purpose. Our commission is to 
declare the whole counsel of God in the midst of men: 
“to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God”—that, 
brethren, is our privilege and our task. And yet we must 
confess that too often the great things of God have not 
been the predominating things: the lesser things of life 
have been allowed to absorb our interest, and the lure of 
the lesser loyalty has blurred our vision and robbed us 
of our passion to win souls for Jesus Christ. 

What, then, is the essential to recovery and revival? Surely 
a whole-hearted desire to be right with God, to stand 
before Him in an adjusted relationship. I am convinced 
that if we are to see the hand of God at work, we must 
give to our lives the propulsion of a sacred vow, and with 
Hezekiah of old say: “Now it is in mine heart to make a 
covenant with the Lord God of Israel.” Brethren, the new 
truths that grip us this morning must fi nd expression and 
embodiment in a new dedication, that is, if we are to be 
men whom God can trust with revival. 

As a young student in Edinburgh it was my privilege to 
sit under the ministry of the late Dr. of St. Columba’s. 
How well I recall the subduing sense of the presence of 
God that came over us, as that prince of preachers called 
us to our task. “Upon you,” said the Doctor, “Christ lays 
the great task of evangelizing. We talk of the great trust 
of human life; the tremendous responsibility of an engine 
driver, the sea captain, or the leader of an army. There is 

entrusted to them the care of human lives. But to us there 
is entrusted the care of human souls, souls to be brought 
to Christ for pardon and healing through His precious 
blood, to be sunlit by His presence and consecrated to 
His service, and at last to be set as gleaming jewels in 
the crown of His eternal glory: or, because of our lack 
of vision, be allowed to wander further and further from 
God, and, as the years go on, trample out the lingering 
image of their Maker and at last be shut out for ever in 
the dark despair of unending woe.” 

Perishing, Perishing! Thou wast not willing; 
      Master, forgive, and inspire us anew; 

      Banish our worldliness, help us to ever 
      Live with eternity’s values in views.

May God help us to make this our prayer! 

THE OUTCOME OF REVIVAL.  Here, I may be 
allowed to give a word of personal testimony indicating 
what revival has meant to me. Some years ago, along 
with Dr. Thomas Fitch, I was speaking at the Edinburgh 
Convention for The Deepening of Spiritual Life. We 
had come to the closing meeting, and I had given my 
address. As I sat listening to Dr. Fitch giving his last 
message, I suddenly became conscious of my unfi tness 
to be on that platform. I saw the barrenness of my life 
and ministry. I saw the pride of my own heart. How 
very humiliating it was to discover that I was proud of 
the fact that I was booked to speak at fi ve conventions 
that year! That night, in desperation on the fl oor of my 
study, I cast myself afresh on the mercy of God. He 
heard my cry for pardon and cleansing, and, as I lay 
prostrate before Him, wave after wave of Divine 

Perishing, Perishing!
Thou wast not willing;

Master, forgive,
And inspire us anew;

Banish our worldliness,
Help us to ever

Live with eternity’s
Values in view.
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consciousness came over me, and the love of the Savior fl ooded my being; and in that hour I knew that my life and 
ministry could never be the same again. Nor could I ever doubt the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Brethren, explain 
it as you will, to me it was a baptism from on high, and if in any small measure God has been pleased to use me, it 
is all because of what He did for me that night, when two things became clear to me: Christ’s willingness to save 
the “whosoever,” and the awful state of the eternally lost in hell. That is what revival has meant to me, personally; 
and is not that just what happens in a general sense in the community. “Revival,” said Professor James S. Stewart, 
“is a new discovery of Jesus”: God becoming real in the midst of men. I have known the Spirit of God laying hold 
of a community in such a way that you would hardly meet a person that was not seeking after God. Is it not of the 
reality of God’s presence in revival power that Paul is writing, “For God who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ”? Brethren, is this light visible in us? Are our lives, are our churches, lights that mark the road that leads 
men to the Lamb? 

In closing, let me use a simple illustration. Some years ago I was on holiday on the Island of Jura. While there I had 
the use of a very fi ne sailing boat. One day, with my daughter, I sailed past a lighthouse that seemed to stand erect 
out of the ocean. It being high tide the rock on which it was built was covered. While passing, the thought occurred 
to me, “That lighthouse could be as treacherous as the rock on which it is built, but for the light.” It was the light 
that made the difference. The structure was perfect and the building the work of a master, but a positive danger to 
navigation apart from the light! Is the lighthouse a far-fetched comparison, or do I see in it a representation of the 
institution we call the Church and the vocation we call the Ministry, without the anointing of the Holy Spirit, a 
positive danger in the community; with the anointing, giving direction because men see God?

Duncan Campbell (1898-1972) was a Scottish preacher used of God in revival. He is most famous for being 
involved in the Lewis Awakening in the Hebrides Islands in Scotland. 
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I am calling your attention to these two verses in particular in order that we may consider together the great 
subject of revival, and of the need, the urgent need, of a revival in the Church of God at the present time. For 
I am persuaded that this is a very urgent matter.

So let us start considering this incident in Mark 9, and especially these two verses at the end of the account which 
constitute a kind of epilogue to the story. In the earlier verses we are told how our Lord had taken Peter and James 
and John and had gone up into “an high mountain apart” with them. And on that Mount of Transfiguration they 
had witnessed the amazing event that took place there. But then they were coming down from the mountain, and 
they found a crowd of people surrounding the remaining disciples, with much argument and disputation. They 
could not understand what it was all about, when suddenly a man stepped forward and spoke. “In a sense,” he said, 
“I am responsible for this. I have a son here, a poor boy, who has been subject to fits, to attacks of convulsions 
from his childhood,” (it does not matter what it was exactly) “and,” he continued, “I brought this boy along in 
order that you might heal him. I came to Your disciples and they could do nothing. They tried, but they failed.”

Our Lord, you remember, put a few questions to the man, and elicited certain information and then quite simply 
proceeded to exorcise the devil out of this boy and the boy was healed and restored in a moment. Having done 
that, our Lord went into the house and the disciples went with Him. And when they got into the house, the 
disciples turned to our Lord and said, “Why could not we cast him out?” It is very easy to understand their 
feelings. They had tried their utmost, but they had failed. They had succeeded in many other cases. Here they 
had failed altogether. And yet in a moment and with extreme ease our Lord just spoke a word and the boy was 
healed. “Why could not we cast him out?” they said and our Lord answered and said, “This kind can come forth 
by nothing but by prayer and fasting.”

(Although Dr. Lloyd-Jones believed revivals and awakenings were one and the same, this is 
still an excellent sermon he delivered addressing the need for a move of God both to revive 
saints and awaken sinners. It is the firm belief of Real Truth Matters that if churches were 
living normal Christianity, a state of revival, that many more sinners would be awakened to 
their need of Christ. However, mighty outpourings of the Spirit that result in large gatherings 
of sinners are the work of God, determined by His wisdom and decree. This sermon was 
abbreviated for length.)

Then one of the crowd answered and said, “Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a 
mute spirit. And wherever he seizes him, he throws him down; he foams at the mouth, 
gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast 
him out, but they could not.” (Mark 9:17-18)
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Now I want to take this story and use it as a very perfect 
representation of the present position. Here in this boy, I 
see the modern world, and in the disciples I see the Church 
of God, almost at this present hour. Is it not obvious to all 
of us that the Church is patently failing, that she does not 
count even as much as she did in the memory of many of 
us today? Certainly she does not count as she did seventy, 
eighty or a hundred years ago. The whole situation speaks 
eloquently to that. And here is the Church, certainly trying, 
like the disciples doing her utmost, perhaps in a sense more 
active than she has ever been, and yet obviously failing to 
deal with the situation. 

And so we can understand the feelings of the disciples 
only too easily, conscious of failure, aware of certain 
things that have happened which indicate that there is a 
possibility of success, and yet not achieving success. And 
the question therefore that we ask, or certainly should ask, 
and ask urgently, is “Why cannot we cast him out? What 
is the matter? What is the cause of the failure? What is the 
explanation of the situation which confronts us?”

Here in this story, our Lord seems to me to be dealing 
with that very question. And the principles that He laid 
down on that occasion are as vital and as important 
today as they were when He uttered them on that famous 
occasion. Fortunately for us, they divide themselves up 
very simply into three main headings. 

Why could not we cast him out? The first answer is 
“this kind.” There we have a significant statement. Why 
could not we cast him out?  Says our Lord, “This kind 
can come forth by nothing but by prayer and fasting.” 
He is telling them, in other words, that the first thing 
they have to learn is to differentiate between case and 
case. Clearly what was at the back of the disciples’ 
question was this: our Lord had sent them out to preach 
and to cast out devils, and they had gone out, and they 
had preached and had cast out many devils. Indeed, we 
read in Luke 10 that on one occasion they had been so 
successful and had come back with so much elation, 
that they were very guilty of pride.

Our Lord had to rebuke them, saying, “Rejoice not, 
that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, 
because your names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:20). 
They were full of jubilation...of excitement. They said 

that the very devils had been made subject to them, and 
they had seen Satan, as it were, fall before them.

So on this occasion, when this man brought his boy to 
them, they approached the problem with great confidence 
and assurance. They had no doubt that they were going to 
succeed. And yet in spite of all their efforts the boy was 
no better at all, he was as desperate as he was when the 
father first brought him to them. So naturally they were 
in trouble and our Lord helped them just at that point. 
He said, “this kind”: there is a difference between “this 
kind” and the kind with which you have been dealing 
hitherto, and with which you have been so successful.

This is a principle that one cannot but notice in reading 
through the New Testament. In an ultimate sense of 
course, the problem is always the same. This, like the 
others, was a case of devil possession. Ah, yes, but there 
is a difference, as it were, between devil and devil. In 
that evil kingdom there are gradations, there is a kind 
of hierarchy. You remember how the Apostle Paul puts 
it in Ephesians 6: “For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood...”—against what then? “...principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

There is a gradation, and at the head of all is Satan himself, 
“prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). There 
he is, with all his mighty power. But under him are these 
various other spirits and powers and forces, which vary 
much in strength and power. Therefore, the disciples could 
very easily deal with the lesser ones and master them, and 
exorcise them. But here, says our Lord, is a spirit of greater 
power. He is not like those other feebler spirits that you 
have been able to master. This kind is altogether different, 
and therefore constitutes a much greater problem. 

Is it not obvious to all of us that 
the Church is patently failing, that 
she does not count even as much 
as she did in the memory of many 
of us today? 
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It is important for us to grasp this self-same principle, 
for it is still as true today as it was then. The fi rst thing, 
therefore, that we must consider is this whole problem of 
diagnosis. “This kind.” The problem with the disciples was 
that they had rushed into an attempted treatment before 
they had understood the nature of the problem. And here 
is the lesson that the Church so badly needs to learn at this 
present time. We are all such activists; we are all so busy. 
We are practical people, we say. We are not interested in 
doctrine and we must be doing something, so we rush off 
to our activities. And perhaps that is the main cause of our 
failure. We have not stopped to consider “this kind.” We 
may not be as aware as we should be of the real essence of 
the problem which is confronting us. But it is a universal 
rule and principle that it is sheer madness and waste of 
energy to attempt any kind of treatment until we have fi rst 
established an accurate diagnosis.  

Oh yes, everybody is aware that there is a need, but the 
question is what is the need? This is the thing which demands 
our most urgent attention at this present time, and it seems 
to me that until the Christian Church, until Christian people 
as individuals in the Church, are aware of the nature of 
the problem, we cannot begin to deal with it as we should.  
And here I see a very great difference between today and 
two hundred years ago, or indeed even one hundred years 
ago. The diffi culty in those earlier times was that men and 
women were in a state of apathy. They were more or less 
asleep. Going back, certainly two hundred years, there was 
no general denial of Christian truth. It was just that people 
did not trouble to practice it. They more or less assumed it. 
And in a sense, all you had to do then was to awaken them 
and to rouse them, and to disturb them out of their lethargy. 
That was also the position a hundred years ago and at the 
end of the Victorian era. All you needed at that time was 
an occasional campaign just to rouse people and to awaken 
them. And that seemed to be suffi cient.

But the question is whether that is still the position. Are 
we right if we diagnose that to be the state of affairs at 
the present time? What is “this kind”? For the problem 
for us is not apathy, it is not a mere lack of concern and 
lack of interest. It is something much more profound. 
It seems to me to be a complete unawareness, even a 
denial of the spiritual altogether. It is not just apathy, it 
is not that people really have at the back of their minds 
what is right and true, but are not doing anything about 
it. No, the whole notion of the spiritual has gone. The 
very belief in God has virtually gone.

Take the essential truths about our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. These are no longer believed as they once were. 
He is regarded as just a man amongst men, a great man, 
of course, but nothing more than that. His deity is denied, 
His virgin birth is denied and His atoning death is denied. 
He is just a social reformer, just a political agitator, merely 
someone who laid down certain ethical views with respect 
to life, which we would do well to practice.

Now, surely, it is time that we who are Christian people, 
had a living understanding of the position which 
confronts us, that is, the state of society. Our terminology 
no longer means anything to the masses of the people. 
They are in a position of plenty, plenty of money, able 
to get everything they want, and they are unconcerned 
about spiritual things: no interest in the soul, no interest 
in the higher things of life, just eating and drinking and 
enjoying themselves. They have got what they want and 
all they are anxious to do is to hold on to it. 

There then, as I see it, is something of “this kind”—the 
problem with which you and I are confronted. Now it is 
essential that we understand this because in the second 
place our Lord goes on to say that “this kind can come 
forth by nothing but . . .” There are certain things which 
are quite useless when they are applied to “this kind.” In 
other words what our Lord was saying to the disciples 
can be put like this. He said, in effect: “You have failed 
in this particular case because the power that you had 
and which was suffi cient and adequate for the other 
cases, is inadequate and of no value here. It just leaves 
you utterly helpless and hopeless and it leaves the boy 
in his diseased and powerless condition.” And surely 
this is the second step which we need to take at 

The problem with the disciples 
was that they had rushed into 
an attempted treatment before 
they had understood the nature 
of the problem. 
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the present time. Is it not becoming obvious at last that so 
many of the things in which we have trusted and to which 
we have pinned our faith, are proving to be of no avail?

What are some of these things that are proving to be 
useless? Let me just indicate some of them to you, 
because these are the things on which the Christian 
Church is still relying. These are the things to which 
Christian people are still pinning their faith.

Let me begin with apologetics, the belief that what we 
really have to do is to make the Christian faith acceptable 
to and commendable to the men and women of today. 
To this end books are written, lectures are delivered, 
and sermons are preached, in an attempt to produce and 
present the Christian faith in a philosophical manner to 
the modern man. And so you take the books which deal 
with the philosophy of religion, take the great works 
of past philosophers, the great Greek philosophers 
and others, and you say that Christianity fits into this, 
that it is rational and so on, and so you show the utter 
reasonableness of the Christian faith. That is apologetics, 
presenting itself in the form of philosophy.

In particular, at the present time, we are interested in doing 
this in terms of science, reconciling science with religion. 
We argue that the people of today are scientifically 
minded, that they have this scientific outlook, and that, of 
course, they cannot believe the gospel and the Scriptures 
because they seem to them to dispute the scientific 
facts, especially as far as miracles and such things are 
concerned. The Church, therefore, argues that what is 
necessary is to reconcile science and religion, and so we 
clutch at any scientist who even remotely hints that in 
some vague way he believes in God.

But it is indicative of our whole attitude that we should 
clutch at these men, whoever they are, and however vague 
their statements. It shows that ultimately we really believe 
that the way to deal with the modern situation is through our 
apologetics. Ah, we want to show that, after all, the Bible does 
not deny science. Science is the authority and the Bible has 
got to be fitted in. And we think that by that kind of effort and 
endeavor we are going to deal with the present situation. 

Then again it is done in terms of archaeology. Do not 
misunderstand me, archaeology is very valuable—thank 

God for everything that it produces which does confirm 
the biblical history—but if we are going to depend 
upon archaeology, well then, God help us all. There are 
different schools amongst the archaeologists and they 
have their different interpretations. But there seems to 
be this tendency to clutch at every straw, feeling that 
this is what is going to prove that the Bible is true.

Then let us come to methods. How tragic it is to see 
the way in which men are pinning their faith upon 
particular methods.

One of these is the excitement about new translations 
of the Bible. This is based on the belief that the man 
of today, who is not a Christian, is outside the Church 
because he cannot understand the Authorized Version. 
These technical terms, this Elizabethan language, 
justification, sanctification: this means nothing to 
the modern man. What he wants, you see, is a Bible 
in modern language, in modern slang, in the modern 
idiom, and then men will read it. Then they will say, 
“This is Christianity,” and they will embrace it. And 
so we are having fresh translations, one after another. 
Is that what is keeping people from Christ? Do you 
think that people two hundred years ago knew anything 
more about justification and sanctification than they do 
today? Were those the common terms of a thousand 
years ago? Is that the difficulty? No, it is the heart of 
man, it is the evil that is in him. It is not a question of 
language, it is not a question of terminology, yet we pin 
our faith to this. Do not misunderstand me, there may 
be some value in modern translation, though nothing 
like as much as people think. But, whatever their value, 
that is not going to solve the problem.

Then there is advertising. Big business succeeds because 
it advertises, so we must advertise the Church, and set up 
our publicity agencies in the Church. in this way we will 
tell the people what the Church is and what she is doing, 
in the belief that if we only tell them the truth they will 
jump at it and want it and take it, as they do the various 
commodities that are advertised in these ways. And people 
seem to believe this. They think that “this kind” can come 
forth by such methods as this. What we need, they say, is 
new magazines, new literature, new tracts, and off we go 
and distribute all these. We write articles in a semi-popular 
form—now people will get the message, we say.
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Of course these various methods, the apologetics and 
the others may indeed lead to individual conversions. 
We are all aware of that. Almost any method you like 
to employ will do that. Of course there are individual 
conversions, but my question is this—what of the 
situation, what of the bulk of men and women, what 
of the working classes of the country, are they being 
touched at all, are they being affected at all? Is anybody 
being affected, except those who are already in the 
Church or on the fringe of the Church?

What of the spiritual and religious condition of the 
country? What of the whole state of society? Is this being 
touched at all by all our activities?  Well, my answer 
would be that it all seems to put us into the position of the 
disciples who had tried to cast the devil out of the boy, 
these men who had been so successful in many another 
case but who could not touch this case at all. And our 
Lord gives the in the explanation, “this kind” can come 
forth by nothing like this. By what, then? “This kind can 
come forth by nothing but by prayer, and fasting.” 

You failed there, He said in effect to these disciples, because 
you did not have sufficient power. You were using the power 
that you have, and you were very confident in it. You did it 
with great assurance, you were masters of the occasion, you 
thought you were going to succeed at once, but you did not. 
It is time you paused for a moment and began to think. It 
was your ignorance of these gradations in power amongst 
evil spirits that led to your failure, and to your crestfallen 
condition at this moment. You have not sufficient power. I 
did what you could not do because I have power, because 
I am filled with the power that God gives Me by the Holy 
Spirit, for he gives not the Spirit by measure unto Me. You 
will never be able to deal with “this kind” unless you have 
applied to God for the power which He alone can give you.

We too, must become aware of that, we have got to feel 
it until we become desperate. We must ask ourselves 
how we can succeed if we do not have this authority, 
this commission, this might and strength and power. 
We must become utterly and absolutely convinced of 
our need. We must cease to have so much confidence 
in ourselves, and in all our methods and organizations, 
and in all our slickness. We have got to realize that we 
must be filled with God’s Spirit.

And we must be equally certain that God can fill us with 
His Spirit. We have got to realize that however great ‘this 
kind’ is, the power of God is infinitely greater, that what 
we need is not more knowledge, more understanding, 
more apologetics, more reconciliation of philosophy and 
science and religion, and all modern techniques—no, we 
need a power that can enter into the souls of men and break 
them and smash them and humble them and then make 
them anew. And that is the power of the living God.

Are you really concerned about the present position? Are 
you desperately concerned about it? Are you praying 
about it?  Do you ever pray for the power of God in the 
Church today? Or are you just content to read the weekly 
newspapers which tell us about all these various efforts 
and to say, “It is all right, the word is going on.” 

“This kind cometh not forth but by prayer and fasting.” 
The value of fasting is that it enables you to give your 
undivided attention to a subject. So what our Lord said 
to the disciples is this: you will never deal with this sort 
of problem until you have been praying, concentrating 
in prayer, waiting upon God, until He has filled you 
with the power. When you know you have got it, then 
you go out with authority. That is the way, and that is the 
only way. Surely no one should need to be convinced 
today that nothing short of a mighty outpouring of the 
Spirit of God is adequate to deal with our situation in 
this mid-twentieth century? 

Are you really still trusting to these other things? Have 
you seen the desperate need of prayer, the prayer of 
the whole Church? I shall see no hope until individual 
members of the Church are praying for revival, perhaps 
meeting in one another’s homes, meeting in groups 
amongst friends, meeting together in churches, meeting 

We must cease to have so much 
confidence in ourselves, and in all 
our methods and organizations, 
and in all our slickness. We have 
got to realize that we must be 
filled with God’s Spirit.
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anywhere you like, and praying with urgency and concentration for a shedding forth of the power of God, such as He 
shed forth one hundred and two hundred years ago, and in every other period of revival, and of re-awakening. 

Oh, when God manifests His power, it happens as it happened in the case of this poor boy. With apparent ease, in 
an effortless manner, the devil is exorcised, and the boy healed and restored to his father. When God arises, His 
enemies are scattered; that is the story of all the great revivals of history. But we shall not be interested in revival 
until we realize the need of “this kind,” the futility of all our own efforts and endeavors and the utter absolute need 
of prayer, and seeking the power of God alone. 

This article is an edited version of a sermon delivered by Martyn Lloyd-Jones in 1959 celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of the 1859 Welsh Revival. This sermon is found unabridged in the book Revival, published by 
Crossway Books. Printed by permission from Crossway Books. Copyright © 1987 by Bethan Lloyd-Jones.

John Wesley  (1703-1791),
preacher, theologian and

founder of the Methodist Church
The Wesley family was made famous by the two brothers, John and 
Charles, who worked together in the rise of Methodism in the British 
Isles during the 18th century.

John Wesley was born June 28, 1703, died March 2, 1791, and was 
the principal founder of the Methodist movement. His mother was 
important in his emotional and educational development. John’s 

education continued at Charterhouse School and at Oxford, where he studied at Christ Church 
and was elected (1726) fellow of Lincoln College. He was ordained in 1728. 

After a brief absence (1727-1729) to help his father at Epworth, John returned to Oxford to 
discover that his brother Charles had founded a Holy Club composed of young men interested 
in spiritual growth. John quickly became a leading participant of this group, which was dubbed 
the Methodists. His Oxford days introduced him not only to the rich tradition of classical 
literature and philosophy but also to spiritual classics like Thomas a Kempis’s Imitation of 
Christ, Jeremy Taylor’s Holy Living and Dying, and William Law’s Serious Call. 

In 1735 both Wesleys accompanied James Oglethorpe to the new colony of Georgia, where John’s 
attempts to apply his then high-church views aroused hostility. Discouraged, he returned in 1737 to 
England; he was rescued from this discouragement by the influence of the Moravian preacher Peter 
Boehler. At a small religious meeting in Aldersgate Street, London, on May 24, 1738, John Wesley had 
an experience in which his “heart was strangely warmed.” After this spiritual conversion, which centered 
on the realization of salvation by faith in Christ alone, he devoted his life to evangelism. Beginning in 
1739 he established Methodist societies throughout the country. He traveled and preached constantly, 
especially in the London-Bristol-Newcastle triangle, with frequent forays into Wales, Ireland, and 
Scotland. He encountered much opposition and persecution, which later subsided. 

He continued throughout his life a regimen of personal discipline and ordered living. He died at 88, 
still preaching, still traveling, and still a clergyman of the Church of England. In 1784, however, he 
had given the Methodist societies a legal constitution, and in the same year he ordained Thomas 
Coke for ministry in the United States; this action signaled an independent course for Methodism.

(Thanks to the Christian Classics Ethereal Library for this brief biography.)
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Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and 
all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the 
same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 
them: and that Rock was Christ. But with many of them, God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in 
the wilderness. Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also 
lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and 
rose up to play. Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty 
thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither 
murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. (1 Corinthians 10:1-12)

The Lord our God spake unto us in Horeb, saying, “Ye have dwelt long enough in this mount: Turn you, and 
take your journey, and go to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the plain, in 
the hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, 
unto the great river, the river Euphrates. Behold I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which 
the Lord sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them.” 
(Deuteronomy 1:6-8)

By A. W. Tozer

Churches get in ruts only because individuals get in ruts. It is impossible that the church should do anything 
that individuals do not do. It is impossible that we should make any progress except as made by individuals. 
It is impossible there should be any regress unless individual Christians go backward.

Think about people who find themselves in religious ruts. They discover a number of things about themselves. 
They will find that they are getting older but not getting any holier. Time is their enemy, not their friend. The time 
they trusted and looked to is betraying them, for they often said to themselves, “The passing of time will help me. 
I know some good old saints, so as I get older I’ll get holier and better. Time will help me, purify me and revive 
me.” They said that the year before last, but they were not helped any last year. Time betrayed them. They were 
not any better last year than they had been the year before.

Nevertheless, last year they said, “Next year surely I’ll make some progress. I’ll get out of this rut. I’ll go 
forward with God.” That would have been this year, but this year they are not any further along than they were 
last year or the year before. This year they might be saying, “Well, time is my friend. Time will help me. I’m 
getting older, and next year I will make progress.” I say to you that the people in the religious rut are getting 
older, but they are not getting any holier. Time, which they have trusted to be their friend, is betraying them 
and proving to be their enemy.
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Time is doing something else to them: it is increasing 
their indifference to spiritual things. The signal that 
God used to be able to get through to them easily is 
now getting fainter and fading away. Once in a while 
on good days they can still hear it.

You know how it is when you travel away from a city 
like Toronto. You have your radio on to get the news 
or just to listen to music. You want to listen to it, but 
as you move away the station gets fainter. The signal 
is still reasonably clear, but it is fainter. And then you 
get into a pocket where you do not hear it at all. You 
say to yourself, “Well, that station is fading out.” Then 
suddenly it comes on again.

“Well,” you might say, “we’re hearing it again.” But it 
is still very faint. When you get far enough away from 
the city you do not hear it at all.

Dull Religious Feelings

That is exactly what people in ruts find out about 
themselves. They discover that the passing of time 
tends to dull their religious feelings, and the signal that 
used to be quite clear is fading out. Then they worry 
a little and say, “The signal is gone. I’ll have to do 
something.” Suddenly it comes on again and they hear 
it a little and say, “Oh, it’s not so bad after all.” They are 
just in a favorable pocket—perhaps some new preacher 
has come to town. They think they are hearing the voice 
again, and they are, a little bit. But it is not long until 
they are out of range and cannot hear it anymore. Time 
has increased their indifference to spiritual things and 
dulled their religious feelings, continually making them 
harder to change.

Change is one of the ingredients of Christianity. If 
people could not change, the gospel would be absolutely 
meaningless. If the Lord would say, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ; repent and believe,” and a person could 
not repent or believe, the gospel would be meaningless. 
The fact that people can change is the only hope they 
have. They should change. This is absolutely necessary, 
a vital ingredient in the spiritual life.

People who are in the rut, the circular grave, find that 
it is getting harder for them to change. They used to 
have spells when they were emotionally moved. Their 
wills got over on the side of God, and they really 
meant to make themselves into good Christians by the 
grace of God. But those times are getting fewer. They 
cannot afford to wait and say, “Oh, well, I will do it 
next Thanksgiving. I’ll do it when I come home from 
vacation.” No, they will either do it now or they will 
not do it at all.

There comes a time when they must make a change. If 
they do not make it, they never will. Time is stealing 
away their days of opportunity to make it. They began 
with a given number of days, and they have already 
used up so many days. But the tragedy is that they do 
not know how many remain. They only know that the 
days are doing what the poet said about the leaves. “The 
leaves of life keep falling one by one.”

Reasons for the Rut

Why are people in the rut? There are several possibilities. 
They may never have been truly converted at all, and this 
is one of our great problems now. We have a dozen ways 
of getting people into the kingdom of God, when the Lord 
said there was only one. They leak in, ooze in, come in 
by osmosis and get in by marriage—just get in by any 
kind of way. But there is only one true way. When people 
find that after being in the church for years they are not 
making much progress, they ought to examine themselves 
and wonder whether they have been truly converted. 
True conversion means radical repentance, a changed 
life, conscious forgiveness of sin and a spiritual rebirth. 
Genuinely converted people, as the old Methodists said, 
had a radical repentance, which eventuated in a changed 
life. Then there came a consciousness of forgiveness of 
sins and a spiritual rebirth. People in the rut may never 
have had that at all.

Change is one of the ingredients 
of Christianity. If people could 
not change, the gospel would be 
absolutely meaningless.
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Maybe they have been abandoned 
to the devil as a severe disciplinary 
measure to keep them out of hell.

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are 
gathered together, and my spirit, with the power 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one 
unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the 
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
(1 Corinthians 5:4-5)

But let a man examine himself, and so let him 
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning 
the Lord’s body. For this cause many are weak 
and sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we 
would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 
But when we are judged, we are chastened of the 
Lord, that we should not be condemned with the 
world. (1 Corinthians 11:28-32)

People in the circular grave, who are getting older 
without getting holier, may have been abandoned to 
the devil because of two things—some fleshly sins (1 
Corinthians 5) or grave irreverence at the communion 
table (1 Corinthians 11).

Protestants are altogether too much inclined to take 
things for granted. We laugh at those on the other side 
of the ecclesiastical fence because they bow and scrape 
and kowtow in the presence of the church. But we lack 
reverence—not because we are free in the gospel, but 
because God is absent, and we have no sense of His 
presence. We sometimes come to the communion table 
in a moral and spiritual state totally unfit for receiving 
communion, and yet we take it. Paul said, “We are 
judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we 
will not be condemned with the world.”

Sin is the Cause

It is almost certain that sin is the cause of the rut, the 
circular grave in which so many people find themselves. 
Since only sin offends God, and sin is extremely deceitful, 

it can be present doing its deadly work while the people 
may not be not aware of it at all until it is called to their 
attention. There are several kinds of sin that cause the rut. 
First is the sin of omission, an act left undone that should 
have been done. Next is the sin of commission, which 
is an act displeasing to God, to the Holy Spirit. There 
is also sin of the flesh. The world may approve of sin of 
the flesh, and even churches and pastors may permit it. It 
is astonishing what preachers will joke about with their 
congregations, laugh off and put up with. Maybe pastors 
permit it, or laugh it off at least, and say, “Oh well, you 
can’t be too holy, too angelic in this world.” But the Holy 
Spirit is grieved by it.

So the people move around their circular grave not 
hearing the voice much anymore. They used to hear it, 
“Get up, get up. You’ve been in this place long enough. 
Get up! Move! There’s the land before you—I’ve given 
it to you. It’s all in the covenant; it is all in the purchase 
of the blood. It is all yours. Get up and move toward 
me. Move toward the holy place and the holy land and 
your possessions. Victory and deliverance and power 
in prayer—it is all yours. Rise up and take it.” They 
once heard that signal coming strongly to them, but it 
is not coming so strongly any more. The Holy Spirit 
is grieved and does not talk so much. And the people 
move around in their circular grave.

Perhaps they have committed sins of the mind. “Society,” 
said Emerson, “is in conspiracy to make every man like 
every other man.” But what he did not say was that 
society is in a conspiracy to make every man ungodly in 
his thinking. By “ungodly” I do not mean that he likes 
pornographic pictures or that he stands on the corner 
of a street on a windy day and watches the girls go by. 
That is only one facet of wrongdoing or sin. Wrong 
ambition, love of money, over appreciation of earthly 
things, jealousy and envy all fit in to make a web, and 
society is teaching us and conditioning our minds to 
think sinfully. This begins in the cradle.

Thoughts Require Much Prayer

To think God’s thoughts requires much prayer. If you 
do not pray much, you are not thinking God’s thoughts. 
If you do not read your Bible much and often and 
reverently, you are not thinking God’s thoughts. 
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Those thoughts you are having—and your head 
buzzes with them all day long and into the night—are 
earthly thoughts—thoughts of a fallen race. They are 
the thoughts of a lost society. They should not be our 
thoughts. Paul said, “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).

There also has to be a lot of meditation. We ought to 
learn to live in our Bibles. Do not just read the little 
passages you like, but in the course of a year or two 
see that you read it through. Your thoughts will one day 
come up before God’s judgment. We are responsible 
for our premeditative thoughts. They make our mind 
a temple where God can dwell with pleasure, or they 
make our mind a stable where Christ is angry, ties a 
rope and drives out the cattle. It is all up to us.

What should you then do? Examine yourself. Have you 
found yourself in that awful circular grave, not making 
any spiritual progress? Have you found that the passing 
of time upon which you have leaned so heavily has 
become a broken reed and is not helping you at all?

The philosopher Socrates said, “An unexamined life is 
not worth living.” If a common philosopher could think 
that, how much more we Christians ought to listen to 
the Holy Spirit when He says, “Examine yourself.” An 
unexamined Christian lies like an unattended garden. 
Let your garden go unattended for a few months, and 
you will not have roses and tomatoes but weeds. An 
unexamined Christian life is like an unkempt house. 
Lock your house up as tight as you will and leave it long 
enough, and when you come back you will not believe 
the dirt that got in from somewhere. An unexamined 
Christian is like an untaught child. A child that is not 
taught will be a little savage. It takes examination, 
teaching, instruction, discipline, caring, tending, 
weeding and cultivating to keep the life right.

You have to work on people for weeks to get them to see 
that they are in a rut. It would be cruel to do if there was 
not a remedy. But the justice of God is on the side of the 
confessing sinner. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Because Jesus Christ 
died, because He was God and because He was man, 
His atonement was absolutely and fully efficacious. All 

of the attributes of God are on the side of the person 
who confesses his or her sin and turns and runs to the 
feet of Jesus.

My little children, these things write I unto you, 
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous: And He is the propitiation for our sins: 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world (I John 2:1-2).

There is the cure. That is only one little passage, and 
of course similar ones are all over the New Testament. 
The blood is shed for us. God pardons and forgives 
for Christ’s sake. The Holy Spirit is here to take the 
things of Christ and make them real to us. There is 
nothing, not even the devil himself, that can hinder the 
confessing sinner.

Reprinted from Rut, Rot or Revival by A.W. Tozer, 
copyright © 1992 by Zur Ltd. Used by permission 
of WingSpread Publishers, a division of Zur Ltd., 
800.884.4571.
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